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5 EU Member States: fustria, France, Germany, ltaly and Slovenia
2 non EUJ Member States: Switzerland and Liechtenstein

48 Regions:

Austria (Burgenland. Karnten. Niederasterreich, Oberéstereich, Salzburg, Steiermark, Tirol Voralberg, Wien)

France (Franche Comté. Provence-Alpes-Cote difizur, Rhane-Alpes)

Germany (Bayern. Baden-\Wirttemerg)

Itahy (Friuli Venezia Giulia. Liguria. Lombardia. Piemonte. Provincia Aautonoma di Bolzano. Provincia Autonoma di Trento, Valle
d'fosta. Veneto)

Switzerland (Aargau. Appenzell Ausserrhoden. Appenzell Innerrhoden, Basel-Landschaft, Basel-Stadt. Bern. Freiburg, Genf,

Clarus, Craublnden, Jura, Luzern, Neuenburg, Midwalden, Obwalden, Schaffhausen, Schwyz, Solothurn, St.Gallen, Tessin,
Thurgau, Ui, Waadt Wallis. Zug. Ziirich).

TIMELINE

Decaember 2073: Request from the European Council to prepare EUSALP

July 2015: Adoption of the EUSALP Communication and Action Plan COM (2015) 366 final
November 2075: Endorsement by the Ceneral Affairs Council

Slavenian Presidency (2016)

25726 January 2076: Launch Conference in Brdo, Slovenia

25 January 2076: Constitutive meeting of the General Assembly

26 January 2076: Steering Committes Meeting together with AGLs

February-Aprif 2076: Initial round of meetings of the Action Groups

April 2016: Constitutive Executive Board Meeting. Brussels

June 2016: A CLs Initial meeting

23 September - TOctober 2076: Mediterranean Coastand EU Macro-regional Strategies Weel Kaoper, Izola. Slovenia
26 September 2016 - Second Executive Board Meeting. Koper. Slovenia

16/17 Nevember 2014: EJSALP Presidency TRIO meeting, Dolenjske toplice, Slovenia

OVERALL OBJECTIVES

To promote sustainable economic and social prosperity of the Alpine Region through growth and jobs creation. by improving its
attractiveness, competitiveness and connectivity while at the same time preserving the environment and ensuring healthy and
balanced ecosystems.

Objectives Actions
1 Fair access to job opporfunities, building on the high  T- To develop an effec tive research and innovation ecosy sfem
competitivenass of the Region 2- Toincrease the economic potential of strategic sectors

3 - To improve the adequacy of labour market, education and fraining in these strategic sectors

2 Sustainable internal and external accessibilisy fo all % - To promote infermodality and inferoperabilify in passengers and freight fransport
5- To connect peaple electronically and promo fe accessibility to public services

3 A more inclusive environmental framework for all and £ _ 1, preserve and valorise natural resources, incliding water and aiffural resources

7 - To develop ecofogical connectivify in the whole EUSALPD teritory
8 - Toimprove risk management and fo better manage climate change, including major nafural
risks prevention

renewable and reliable energy solutions for the future

2 - To make the ferritory a model region for energy efficiency and renewable energy

& A sound macro-regional governance model for the
Region (fo improve coopertion and the coordination of
ac fion)

GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT STRUCTURES

The General Assembly is the highest decision making body: it gathers the high-level political representatives of States and
Regions invahed in the Strategy, the European Commission, and the Alpine Convention as observer.

The Executive Beard oversees the implementation of the EUSALP and provides strategic quidance with respect to
management and implementation of the EUSALP and its Action Plan. It is formed by representatives of States and Regions
including representatives from the European Commission, the Alpine Convention and the Alpine Space Transnational Programme
as observers.

The core of the implementation level is the Actien Groups The Action Croups are the drivers of day-to-day implementation.
Their role, capacities, resources and engagement is a key element to the success of the Strategy.

The Trie Presidency assures the continuity of activities and smooth handoverof the EUSALP chairmanship; it is composed by
the current. incoming and outgaing presidency.

EUSALP Presidency Report 201
Republic of Slovenia

Ljubljiana, January 2017
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The wheel - an unprecedented invention
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Introduction to the booklet

Dear Reader,

this brochure is a short overview of the first year of the life of the EU
Strategy for the Alpine Region (EUSALDP).

Early childhood is a very sensitive period, creating the basis for later,
building resilience to negative influences from outside, but also revealing
the talents and potential to be stimulated and further developed inyears
to come. EUSALP is the youngest of the EU macroregional strategies,
and is privileged in benefiting from the experience of older institutions,
but with its own unique character, dynamics, potential and beauty.

With this brochure, we present the most important milestones and
achievements of the first year of the EUSALP presidency. Slovenia is
well satisfied with its achievements in 2014, having achieved all the
presidency’s goals. Implementating EUSALP means hard and dedicated
work, but is also inspiring and enriching.

The Republic of Slovenia was entrusted with the
EUSALP presidency in October 2015, before the official
approval of EUSALP by the Ceneral Affairs Council
(November 2015) and the European Council (June2016)
and even before the setting up of the EUSALP Ceneral
Assembly (January 2016). This put Slovenia in a
pioneeringroleto set up the whole EUSALP governance
structure, although not all political decisions had been
adopted, and to assure the requisite conditions for the
structure to be operational. Equipped with experience
from two other macroregional strategies in which
Slovenia - the Strategy for the Danube Region and
the Strategy for Adriatic lonian Region - we knew we
needed to assure the highest political support first.

The main objective of the launch conference (January
2016) was twofold:

)

1. To bring together as many high political All mambers of the Slovenion EUSALP Prasidency Team
representatives from all the EUSALP states,
regions and EU institutions and build a broad
political consensus on the strategic orientation for
implementing EUSALP;
2. To demonstrate to the interested public and

stakeholders, including partners from Slovenia, the
true potential of the EUSALP.



To our satisfaction, both objectives were met. Members of General Assembly created the necessary
framework for governance and launch of Action Groups; broad participation in the conference created the
necessary visibility, but also high expectations for results.

Sufficient political support allowed the smooth setting of the coordination structure - the Executive
Board and the implementation structure - the nine Action Groups, including early approval of the AlpGov
implementation support project. Coordination among partners started immediately, resulting already in
September in a major public event presenting commen activities focused on ecological connectivity and
simultaneously already demonstrating synergies in the wider region.

High political ownership of EUSALP’simplementation in Slovenia demonstrated by the active involvement
of the President of the National Assembly, the Prime Minister, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and other
political actors from all levels of governance helped to give the implementation of EUSALP the maximum
impetus. By the end of 2014, we could already evaluate the first implementation results and draw the first
conclusions and make recommendations for improving EUSALP governance. The recommendations were
widely presented and promoted at the EU level and introduced to the 2017 EUSALP presidency at the
Presidency Trio meeting. The first raceis finished, but the competition is still on!

We wish all success to Bavaria in 2017

Let's set EUSALP in motionl!

FUSALP Pracidancy Support
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Launch Conference of the EU Strategy for the Alpine Region

EUSALP was launched on January 25", 2014 at Brdo, Slovenia, with a conference that brought together
over 700 participants from all EUSALP states and regions, including numerous representatives of EU
institutions, civil society, business, non-governmental organisations, interested stakeholders and the media.

Themes such as Diverse in Unity of EUSALP, Alpine Leadership, Partnership with Stakeholders, Building
and Increasing knowledge, Smart Networks, Cooperation for Creen Opportunities and Challenges,
Governance & Lessons Learned were presented and discussed, immediately building also on experience

from EUSDR and EUSAIR.

The aim of the macro-regional strategy is to
mobilise new projects and initiatives, creating a sense
of common responsibility. They provide regional
building blocks for EU-wide policy, marshalling
national approaches into mere coherent EU-evel

implementation.

The aim of EUSALP is to enhance cooperation
and investment to the benefit of all parties
involved: states, regions, civil society stakeholders
and European citizens. It is intended to increase
the attractiveness of the Alpine region in Europe,
taking better advantage of its assets and seizing
opportunities for innovative and sustainable

development in a European context.

More than 700 participonts gothered at the lounch event of

EUSALE discussing issues and challenges dlso at the cocktall
racaption. Jonuary 2016, Brdo, Slovenia

During the workshops and exhibition, practical examples of Alpine projects, project ideas and
cooperation potential were discussed and presented, which improved EUSALP’s visibility and contributed
to networking among EUSALP stakeholders. A sound basis was laid for implementing EUSALP.
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25 January 2016, MONDAY

Meoderator: {gor Evgen Bergant, journalist

Registration and Welcome Coffee
Plenary Session "Diverse in Unity of EUSALP”, Crandis Hall, EN, 5f, FR, DE IT
Host: Kar! Erjavec, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia

Speakers:
- Corina Cretu, EU Commissioner for Regional and Urban Policy
- Violeta Bulc, EU Commissioner for Transport
- Alenka Smerkolj, Minister without portfolio responsible for Development, Strategic Projects and Cohesion of Slovenia
« Harlem Désir, Minister of State for European affairs, France
- Michael Linhart, Secretary Ceneral at the Faderal Ministry for European and International Affairs, Austria
- Benedetto Della Vedova, Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and international
Cooperation, ltaly
- Georges Martin, Deputy State Secretary of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of the Swiss Confederation
« Joachim Bleicker, Diractor for Relations with Eurcpean Union Member States, Cerman Federal Foreign Office
- Martin Frick, Diractor of the Office for Foreign Affairs - Lichtenstein
Press Conference, Crandis Hall, EN, 51, FR, DE, [T
Chair: Marjana Prvinsek Bokal, Head of PR Office, MFA Slovenia

Speakers:
- Karl Erjavec, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia
- Corina Cretu, EU Commissioner for Regional Poficy

- Violeta Bulc, EU Commissioner for Transport

Networking Lunch

Family Photo, Brdo Castle
General Assembly Meeting, Brdo Castle (in camera/closed session)
{photo/video opportunity prior to the meeting)

Projection of videos on European Territorial Cooperation
Panel “Alpine Leadership”, Crandis Hall, EN, Sl FR, DE IT
Chair: Lena Andersson-Pench, Director, Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission
Speakaers:
- Baate Merk, State Minister for European Affairs and International Relations, Bavaria, Cermany
- Roberto Maroni, Prasident of Lombardia Region, italy
- Glinther Platter, Governor of Tyroi, Austria
- Norman Gobbi, President of the Ticine Government
- Mercedes Bresso, Membaer of the European Parlioment

- Herwig van Stag, Member of the Committee of the Regions

Coffee Break / Interview Possibilities with Commissioner, EC Interview room (TBC)

Panel "Partnership with Stakeholders”, Crandis Hall, EN, 51, FR, DE, [T
Chair: Charlina Vitcheva, Diractor, Diractorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission
Speakers:

- Tjasa Ficko, Deputy Mayor of Ljubfiana, Ljublffana EU Green Capital 2016

- fliana lotova, Member of the Eurepean Parliament, rapporteur of the “Cohesion policy in the mountainous regions”

- Andrej Zorko, Member of the European Economic and Social Committee
- Markus Reiterer, Secretary General of the Alpine Convention

- Andreas Pichler, Deputy Director Cipra International

- Georges Elziére, French Federation of Mountain Clubs (FFCAM)

« Uro$ BreZan, Mayor of Tolmin - Alpine town of the year 2016, Slovenia

Cocktail Reception

26 January 2016, TUESDAY
08:30 - 09:30 Ragistration and Welcome Coffea
Parallel Panels - round T, EN

Grandis Hall
Panel 1: Building and increasing knowledge

Policy area 1: Economic growth and Innovation

Chair: Giacomo Matting, Head of Unit Europe Network and
Internationalisation of SMEs, Directorate-General for Internal Market,

Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, European Commuission

Speakers:

- Ales Cnamus, Joint Research Center, Seviile

- Anna Giorgi, Lombardy, Action Croup Leader T - "Alpine RTD
ecosystem”

- Susanne Ast, Baden Wiirttemberg and representative of Rhone-
Alpes, Action Group Leader 2 - “increase petential of economic
sectors”

- Boglarka Etelka Fenyvesi Kis, Trento, Action Croup Leader 3
- “improve the econemic and secial envirenment of economic
operators”

- Alberto Ribolla, President Confindustria Lombardia

- Tomaz Rodic, SPACES]

- Gregor Starc, Planica Institute of Sports, Slovenia - “healthy
fifastyfe”

Rapporteur: Jean Marc Venineaux, Directorate-General for Regional

and Urban Policy, European Commission

100 - 11:30 Coffee Break
130 - 13:00 Paralial Panels - round 2, EN
Grandis Hall

Panel 3: Cooperation for green opportunitias and for challenges -
Policy area 3: Environment and Energy

Chair: Marco Onida, Directorate-General for Regional and Urban
Policy, European Commission Commission

Speakers:

- Katarina Brus Grgas, Directorate-General for Environment,
European Commission

- Wolfger Mayrhofer, Alpine Convention and Helmut Serro,
Carinthia, Action Group Leader 6 - “to preserve and valorise
natural resources”

« Tina Trampus, Institute for nature conservation, Slovenia and
Michaela Kinzl, Bavaria, Actien Croup Leader 7 “ecological
connectivity”

- Ronja Wolter-Krautblatter, Bavaria and Maria Patek, Austria,
Action Group Leader 8 - "risk management and climate change”

- Ulrich Santa, South-Tyrol, Action Greup Leader @ - “efficiency
and renewable energy”

- Mitja Bricelj TSG3 “Environment” EUSAIR, Ministry of
environment, Republic of Slovenia

Rapporteur: Frithjof Ehm, Directorate-General for Regional and
Urban Policy, European Commission

Heros Hall
Panel T: Smart networks

Policy area 1: Connectivity and Mobility

Chair: Herald Ruijters, Head of Unit, Directorate-General for Mobifity

and Transport, European Commission

Speakers:

- Marco Ponti, University of Milano, Italy

- Ewald Moser, ECTC Tyrof - South Tyrol - Trentino, Action
Group Leader 4 “inter-modality and interoperability freight and
passengers’

- Franc Zepi¢, EUSDR PAC Tb, Ministry of infrastructure, Republic
of Slovenia - "Rail, road ond air”

- Robert Henkel, Directorate-General for Communications
Netwaorks, Centent and Technology, European Commission

- Giorgio Consol, Valle dAecsta, Action Croup Leader 5 "To
e-connect pecple and promete accessibility to public services”

+ Enzo Smrekar, President of Ski Association Slovenia

Rapporteur: Florian Mast, Directorate-General for Regional and

Urban Policy, Eurepean Commission

Heros Hall
Panel 4: Governance & Lessons Learnad
Chair: Andrea Moairate, Head of Unit, Directorate-General for

Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission

Speakers:
- Dorothee Allain-Dupre, Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (CECD)
- Anders Bergstrdm, EUSBR horizontal action coordinator
“capacity and muftilevel governance”
- Irena Lukaé, EUSDR - Priority area coordinator governance;
Centre of Excellence of Finances, Slovenia
- Vicente Rodriguez Saez, Directorate-Ceneral for Regional and
Urban Policy, European Commission
- Erlends Calabuig, Euranet, European Radio Netwerk
Rapporteur: Filomena Carvalho, Directorate-Ceneral for Regionaf

and Urban Policy, European Commission
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135 - 1345 Reporting on the panel sessions by DG REGIO and conclusions by Andreja Jerina, National Coordinator, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Republic of Slovenia, and Lena Andarsson-Pench, Director. Directorate-Ganardl for Regional and
Urban Policy. European Commission
Crandis Hall, EN

13:45 - 15:00 Networking lunch

.} LY .

2. -

High pelitcal support for the EUSALP was demonstratad ot tha planary sacsion: Alanka Smarkolj, Ministar without Portfolio Responsibla
for Davelopment, Strategic Projacts and Cohesion of Slovenia, Corina Cratu, EU Commissionar for Regional and Urban Policy, Kol Erjover,
Deputy Prima Minister and Minister of Foraign Affairs, Violeta Bule, EU Commissionar for Transport, and many other senior political guests.
Januvary 201, Brdo, Slovania

FOREWORD BY CORINA CRETU, EU COMMISSIONER FOR REGIONAL AND URBAN POLICY

Europe is at a crossroads. The financial and economic crisis has sharpened our minds: we must think more deeply on
how best we use EU and national financing to promate sustainable growth and jobs. But we should not underestimate
the impact of rising populism which endongers our fundamental values in Europe. Against Jt. we must preserve and

even reinforce trust, cooperation and solidarity between our countries.

The macro-regional approach can provide a boost to doser integration as a sofution to increasingly transnational problems. it has produced
so far recognised results in other macro-regions. It optimises the impact of existing funds and ensures o ‘joined-up’ thinking between and
across different sectors, regions and countries sharing o functional area.

We need to find better joint solutions to our common problems: the EU Strategy for the Alpine Region will promote joint actions and

intensified networks in the fields of research and innovation, business development. mobility. environment, energy and much more.

This iaunch Conference is the opportunity to present the work done and challenges luing ahead. We need to consider together how the
Strateqy can contribute to bulld a more competitive, but also a more cohesive and integrated Europe.

We need to establish the Strategy's links with the 2014-2020 programmes, to make sure our EU budget and programmes can make it a

surcess,
Building the future of the Alpine Region is our common challenge. We are all part of it.

Let us take this opportunity in order to be actively involved in shaping the future of the Alpine region!

12

ADDRESS BY THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE
REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA KARL ERJAVEC

Dear Participant,

Slovenia’s location at the junction of the Alps, the Dinaric Alps and the Mediterranean allows it to
participate in three of the four existing macro-regional strategies of the EU for the Alpine, Danube, and
Adriatic and lonian regions. For thousands of yeas, Slovenia’s territory has been the meeting point of
different cuftwral influences and traditions. Economic connections and histarical links with the broader
region represent an advantage and an opportunity for the cauntry.

In macro-regional strategies, Slovenia participates as o whole; state institutions and local communities alike engage in them. A
comprehensive approach encompassing different stakeholders is a guarantee of positive cooperation and direct contacts between the focal

and national fevels, contributing to focused action, efficiency. and results.

The EU Strategy for the Alpine Region will bring added value to the Alpine Convention, bullding on its established structure and extensive
know-how and experience. The Strategy marks a stepping-stone on the way to the all-round development. growth and prosperity of the
participants.

The cooperation between Austria. France. Germany. faly. Liechtenstein. Slovenia and Switzerand. their regions. Jocal communities,
international institutions. civil sodety and non-governmental arganisations may uniock limitless potential for each participating country or
region and the Alpine area as a whole by facifitating further development, innovation, sustainable mobility, growth, and prosperity. The most
promising European economic region, the Alpine area also has the responsibility to respond to the current challenges and issues facing Europe

and the world - many of the solutions and answers will depend on its ability to cooperate closely.

! am honoured and proud that Slovenia was the first to be entrusted with chairing the Alpine macro-region in 2018 and with organising.
together with the European Commission, a launch conference bringing together all the decisive actors that can contribute to a better Jife for
usall. In our common endeavours to this end. we will build on lessons learned. synergies and close cooperation. which is open to everyone in
the Alpine region. We have our differences. but together we are able to achieve alot. I doing so. it is important that we foliow the leading
principle of the plenary session of the launch conference, in which foreign ministers and EU commissioners will participate - Diverse in unity
of EUGALP.

| REOPURLC OF SOV Bl v
Crtsepfera W

—

Kol Erjavec, Daputy Prime Minister and Ministar of Foreign Affoirs of the Republic of Slovenia at the official o pening of the Launch Conferenca
of tha EU Strateqy for the Alpine Region. 25 January 2078, Brdo, Siovenia
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Macroregional strategies build on existing
structures and knowledge. The launch conference
was an excellent opportunity to present key players
and stakeholders from Slovenia, including through
the exhibition.

Exhibitors

A
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Alpine Convention
httpfwww alpconv.ong fenfconvention/defaudt htm/

Bled Strategic Forum
hitp:fwww bledstrategicforim.org/
A
AR
Centar
of Excaliencs
in Finance

Center of Excellence in Finance

http:ffwww cef-see.omgf

1 5 AND SHALL BUSINESS
= OF SLOVENIA

Chamber of Craft and Small Business of Slovenia

http: M ors siforseng/

City of "
B L]IIILH-'IHA w L]
City of Ljubljona
http: s lub liana sifenfmunicpalityf

http: fanww elan-imeentacom en/Home

s~

EUSALP —
http: M alpine-region e f

Elan lnventa d.o.o.

l@ R i s S
Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation
http v zrsvnsifen/

interreg @
Alpine Space

Interreg Alpine Space Programme
http:ffaww alpine-s pace euy

IFEEL
SLOVENTA
Slovenian Tourist Board
hittp: fanvw s lovenia info/

Slovenian Business and Research Association

http: fanvw s bra befen fabout-us
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SEVERNIPANN
NORTHERN CITY PARK

Elaven Slovenian exhibitors presentad themselves during the Z-day
avant. Brdo, January 2076, Slovania (Ljubliana - Europaan Crasn
Corpital 2078)

The EUSALP Info Point offerad participants at the svent a lot of
usaful information about EUSALP, January 2016, Brdo,Slovenia

Folle group from Tolmin “Razor™ presentad some typical dancas
from Tolmin and it vicinity, Jonuary 2016, Brdo, Slovania (Tolmin -
Alpine Town of the Year 2016)

Municipality of Tolmin -
http: S tolminsif

SPACE" sI

Slovenian Centre of Excelle nce for Space Sciences and Technologies
httpffwwa space sifenfabouty

< ZAVODZA

0 "~ =
Q { SPORT RS
- PLANICA

Zavod za Sport Republike Slovenije Planica

hittpffwwan zors-planicasif

Constitutive session of the EUSALP General Assembly, 25 January 2016, Brdo

Overall, EUSALP political steering and decision-making is entrusted to the General Assembly - the high ~———
level political representation of states and regions involved in the strategy,

The EUSALP General Assembly met at its first, constitutive, session at Brdo on January 25, 2016,
demanstrating political ownership and leadership of the EU Strategy for the Alpine Region, at both national
and regional level.

Almost 40 members of the General Assembly
gathered for the first time, including the highest
representatives of the European Commission,
European Parliament and Alpine Convention, and
“took the opportunity to build up an effective
multi-level governance system, fully respecting the
institutional architecture of the participating states
and regions and their respective competences’, as
stated by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Republic of Slovenia, Karl Erjavec,
the host and chair of the General Assembly during
the 2016.

Michael Linhart, Austrian Secretary Generalfor Foreign Affairs at the D

EFUSALP Ganeral Assembly mesting. January 2016, Brdo Slovenia o

As members of the General Assembly, national and regional politicians agreed on the establishment of
this highly important political body of the EU Strategy of the Alpine Region. They confirmed their overall
responsibilities and role, mainly focusing on laying down the general political guidelines for the Strategy.

EUSALE Coneral Acsembly gothears for tha first time. January 2016, Brdo, Slovenia

15
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By meeting on a regular basis, holding ministerial
meetings, involving the European Commission for
strategic coordination, the Alpine Convention in its
advisory role and other important stakeholders,
the General Assembly has created an important
political tool, unique among other EU macroregional
strategies.

As co-chair of the General Assembly, Commissioner
Cretu pointed out: “We need to consider together
how the Strategy can contribute to building a more
competitive, but also a more cohesive and integrated
Eurcpe.”

Brdo General Assembly agreed inter alia to:

= be responsible for laying down the general
political guidelines for the Strategy:;

= meet on a reqular basis, probably once a year;

» take decisions by consensus, with one vote for
each national delegation and

»  possibly meet also in an extended format open
to all relevant stakeholders, such as at the
Annual Forum and

» the European Commission should continue to
act as a facilitator and coordinator and

» the Alpine Convention should participate in an
advisory role.

T

The General Assembly’s strategic orientation was
elaborated and adopted in Brdo Joint Statement,
in which political leaders acknowledge the validity
of the principle of multilevel governance of the
three interrelated levels (i) political leadership and
ownership, (i) coordination and (jii) implementation.

The Executive Board was mandated to supervise
and coordinate the translation of the objectives and
priorities laid down in the Strategy into concrete
actions and to regularly report to the Ceneral
Assembly on how this work is proceeding.

Action groups were recognised as a prerequisite for
effectively implementing the actions of the Strategy
and the proposed leadership of the Action Croups
were endorsed. The General Assembly congratulated
Slovenia on taking over the first presidency of the
Strategy in 2016 and on the successful organisation
of the EUSALP launch conference at Brdo. The
General Assembly also agreed to entrust the next
presidency in 2017 to Bavaria.
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BRDO JOINT STATEMENT ON THE EUROPEAN UNION
STRATEGY FOR THE ALPINE REGION (EUSALP)

Brdo, 25 January 20716

We, representatives of the National and Regional Governments
of Austria, France, Cermany, ftaly, Liechtenstein, Slovenia and

Switzerland,

BASED on the Communication from the Commission to the
European Parliament, the Coundil, the European Economic and Sociaf
Committee and the Committee of the Regions concerning a European
Union Strategy for the Alpine Region' and the accompanying Action
Plan;

GUIDED by the Council conclusions? on the European Unien Strategy
for the Alpine Region of 27 November 2015;

RECALLING the potential of macro-regional strategies as an
integrated framework relating to Member States and Regions,
including non-EU countries, as well as to international organisations
and the civil society in the same geographical area in order to address
common challenges, to benefit from strengthened coeperation,
to contribute to the achievement of the Europe 2020 Strategy

objectives, particularly the promotion of growth and jobs;

CONVINCED that macro-regional strategies are an instrument aimed
at the optimal use of existing financial resources, better coordination
among existing institutions and improved implementation of existing

fagislation;

BEINC AWARE that the Strategy will affect around 80 million people
fiving in 48 regiens in seven States, of which five are EU Member

States and two are non-EU countries.

NOTING that the Alpine Region comprises somae of the mest dynamic
European regions and should build on its high compaetitiveness and

enhance existing opportunities;

CONVINCED that the active cooperation of all interested international,
national, regional and local organisations and communities in areas
where actions of mutual benefit can be identified are synergy-
oriented, promaoting concrete achievements and value-added results:

AGREEING that, to ensure adequate visibility, cemmunication
and awareness raising about the Strategy’s objectives and desired
results, the involvement of all actors in their different roles is required:
ARE SATISFIED with the efficient implementation of the European
Council Conclusions of 19-20 Dacember 2073 and the progress made
in the preparation, public consuftation and endorsement of the

Strategy and its Action Plan;

ot COM (2015) 3566 final
14613/15

Py

EXPRESS sincere thanks to the European Commission for its
continuous support during alf preparatory phases of the EUSALP
and for its commitment to continue working side-by-side with
the Participating States and Regions as well as international
organisations and civil society in the Alpine Region during the
implementation phase and for ensuring that the Strategy is taken

into account in refevant EU policy initiatives and programmes;

ACKNOWLEDCE the validity of the principfe of multilevel governance
of the macre regional strategy outlined in the Commission Report *
and in accerdance with the Crenoble Political reselution® and Milan
Declaration” invelving three interrelated levels: (i) political feadership

and ownership (i} coordination and (iii) implementation;

UNDERLINE that governance is @ shared process and that the
implementation of the Strategy refies on a collective effort on
the part of the participating actors in their different roles in the

implementation of the Strategy:

INVITE the Eurcpean Commission to retain the coordinating rofe
for the Strategy and establish synergies among existing EU Macro-
regional strategies and EU Programmes, especially those directly

managed by the Commission.
WE

- COMMIT TO ENSURING the necessary political ownership and
{eadership demonstrated through the EUSALP General Assembly
strategic orfentation. We agree to continue the exchange started
at Brdo today, to sustain momentum and whenever required,
support at the political level:

- AGREE that fully-fledged ownership in the participating States
and Regions requires an active commitment by all relevant
fine ministers and regional bodies; in this respect, the key
implementers of the Strategy (notably national coordinators and
action group leaders) will be duly empowered and the conditions

astablished for them to undertake their tasks;

- COMMIT to implementing the EUSALP and invite international,
national, regional and focal actors as well as stakehoiders to
contribute to the achievemeant of the EUSALP objectives. With
the support of the European Comimission, the partners invofved
should identify ways to ensure closer coordination with existing

activities and programmes in the area.

3 Repart from the Commission to the Eurepean Pariament, the Coundil,
the Europenn Economic and Social Commitiee and the Committee of
the Regions concerning the govermnance of macre-regional strategies -
20.05 2014 - COMZ014) 284 fina!

4 Political resofution towards a European Union Strategy for the Alpine
region of 18 October 2013
5 Milan Dedaration of the Alpine States and Regions of 1 December 2074

- APPRECIATE and PRAISE the valuable work carried out by
the Steering Committee members and ENCOURAGE them to
continue their efficient and dedicated work as Executive Board

members:

- MANDATE the Executive Beard to supervise and coordinate
the transiation of the objectives and priorities laid down in the
Strategy into concrete actions, and te regularly report to the
General Assembly on how this work is proceeding. The Executive
Boord is also mandated to report on possible proposals
emanating from the Action Croups regarding possible revisions

of the priorities laid down in the Strategy;

- CONFIRM that the Action Groups are aprerequisite for effectively
implementing the actions of the Strategy and therefore
ENDORSE the propesed leadership of the Action Groups:

- ENCOURAGE the Action Groups to use the existing networks
in the Alpine Region and capitaiise on the results achieved by

cooperative projects in the Alpine region;

- EMPHASISE the need for the appointed Action Croup Leaders
to ensure the strategic coordination of all relevant actors: to
effectively cooperate with sectorial ministries in afl levels; to
actively involve stakeholders from the Alpine Regien, including
parliaments, regional governments and civil society, and to make
the best use of the national, cross-border and Transnational EU
Programmes, including for governance and implementation

support.

ACKNOWLEDGE that the Strategy builds on long experience of
many cooperative structures already operating in the areas such as
the Alpine Convention, the Alpine Space INTERREC Pregramme and
other ad hoc structures, and on the lessons from the existing macro

regional strategies:

RECISTER with satisfaction that in Slovenia three EU macro-regional
strategies meet: the Danube, the Adriatic lonian and the Alpine
macro-ragion, and ENTRUST Slovenia with the EUSALP presidency
in 2016.

EXPRESS willingness to cooperate on the smooth commencement

of the implementation of the Strategy, beginning with a successful

faunch event at Brde.
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The crucial element of governance is part of the
implementation of any macro-regional strategy
coordination. It ensures greater dialogue and
cooperation across all decision-making levels and
sectors within each country, as well as between
participating states and regions to reduce
fragmentation,improve therealisation of actions and
encourage the effective participation of all relevant
actors. It also requires the capacity to exchange
information and detect policy gaps when they arise.

The General Assembly’s strategic guidelines laid
the basis for establishing coordination both at the
national and macroregional levels.

At the national level, national coordinators were
appointed and mandated. They represent three
members of the Executive Board per participating
country which has a decision-making capacity.
General Assembly members committed to ensuring
the necessary conditions for national coordination
and functioning of action groups.

The Executive Board adopted its own rules of
procedure and on this basis also framework rules of
procedure for the functioning of action groups.

The Executive Board also decided that Objective
Coordination is to be performed by action groups/
action groups leaders cooperation such as action
group leaders’ board meetings.
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Sacond Exacutive Board meeting. Koper 2014

Brima Ministar of the Republic of Slavenia Mr. Mira Carar at the
second Executive Boord measting, Koper Septembar 2016

After setting up all of the nine Action Groups and following the initial round of their meetings, a second major
event, focused on discussing common challenges and actions, open to the interested public and stakeholders
of the wider Alpine, Danube and Adriatic lonian region was held in September on the Slovenian coast.

Mediterranean Coast and EU Macro-regional Strategies Week, 23 September-10ctober 2016, Koper, lzola

Between September 23 and October 1 2074, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia
in cooperation with the National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia, the Ministry of Environment and
Physical Planning, the Government Office for Development and European Cohesion Palicy, the Institute of
the Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation and numerous local and regional actors held Mediterranean
Coast and Macroregional Strategies Week. The main objective of the Week was to build synergy in the area
of connectivity, with a focus on the ecological connectivity of the wider Danube, Adriatic lonian and Alpine
region.

The event brought together representatives of all three interrelated governance levels, each of them
searching also for mutual benefit.

Slovenials focated at the junction of the Alps. Pannonian Plain, Dinaric Range and the Mediterranean. fte geographical position as well as
its rich natural and cultural heritage provide numerous opportunities and pose challenges which are common and disregard borders.

With the knowledge and experience gained inthe Danube. Adriatic and fonian, and Alpine macroregions, Slovenia is able to create synergies
between strategies and contents, and establish connections which contribute to knowledge and innovations, sustainable mobility, and the
growth and prosperity of the people living in these regions.

After the successful EUSALF Launch Conference and the constitutive session of the EUSALP General Assembly in Jonuary 2074 at Brdo,
the Mediterranean Coast and Macroregional Strategies Week isthe secand in a series of events organised by Slovenia during its chairmanship
of EUSALE From 23 September to 1 October 2016, the Slovenian Coast will be the venue for numerous events with the linking theme of
environmental connectivity and the meeting place of various stakeholders co-creating our common space in the region. Meetings, talke,
exchanges of views and experience aswell as varied presentations help raise the awareness that every individual, institution and arganisation
can contribute to o better and more meaningful life in harmony with nature: only together can we change our way of thinking and acting, and
make aleap forward

You are invited to join us.

Andreja ferina, Msc
National Coardinator for EU Macroregional Strategies
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Republic of Slovenia

This time. the Mediterranean Coast Week iz dedicated to connectivity, for we believe that only successful integration can lead to
comprehensive nature consenvation. in the series of this year's events we are connecting the governmental and non-governmental sectors,
managers of protected areas and local communities, planners and implementers of conservation measures, and project partners. We drow
attention to the advantages of integral spatial planning, particularfy on the sea, the habitat that knows no barders. Since January this year,
the Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for Mature Conservation has led, in cooperation with the Bavarian Ministry of the Environment and
Consumer Protection, one of the action groups of the EU Strategy for the Alpine Region. The group is dedicated to estaffishing ecological
connectivity in the whole territory of EUSALE which, however, demands strengthening of connections among people. We wish that this
year's events that are to take place on the Slovenian coast will also contribute to improved cooperation between governmental and non-
governmental organizations and experts and the public. also for the nature conservation purposes.

Dayij Krajéie, BhD
Directar of the Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation (AGLY)
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fzolais a lively Mediterranean town known for its warmness, hospitality and modesty of ite residents. One of the most important economic
activities in lzola, as well as in other Istrian seaside towns today, is tourism. But (zola has o soul which derives from preserving an old fishing
mentality and this is what distinguishes it from ather nearby tawns. Picturesgue countryside with many valleys andlong hills offers gourmet

delights with a wonderful view on the Guif of Trieste, ftalion coast and Alps. Those viewpaints can be magical as well during winter,

fzola is a multicuftural town where ftalian community and institutional bilingualism have a great effect an the territory and make us even

more connected to our neighbour ftaly. Beside ltalians, people from ather parts of Adriatic-lonian, Alp and Danube region five in fzola. Thisis

why our efforts for implementation of structures, such as Facility point for Adriatic-lonian region, should be understood as an opportunity for

integration and as a search of new mutual development opportunities that will assure new green and biue jobs and furthermore, new mutual

projects for an even better enforcement of synergies in the region.

You are more than welcome to get to know our town with its Slovenian fishing and gourmet tradition.

lgor Kolenc, MSc

Mayor of the Munidpality of fzola

The implementation level is an essential one, as it is based mainly on the results of joint actions and
projects at the macro-regional level so that better, and informed, decisions can be made at the political level
to improve the efficiency of the policies concerned and to attain the objectives of the strategy.

For implementation to succeed, awareness and recognition of the efforts and endeavours of the
implementation structure at the political level is crucial, and also adds to its visibility.

The opening address of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia at Mediterranean Coast and
Macroregional Strategies Week and his participation in the second meeting of the Executive Board
demonstrated the political leadership of EUSALP.

ADDRESS BY PRIME MINISTER DR MIROSLAV CERAR AT THE OPENING OF THE MEDITERRANEAN COAST AND EU MACRO-
REGIONAL STRATEGIES WEEK

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear guests,
let me begin by extending a warm welcome to all here in Koper. in
Slovenia, where the Alps meet the sea.

{am very pleased that numerous Slovenian institutions joined the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in organising the Mediterranean Coast
and EU Macro-regional Strategies Week, and in particular with such
a large turnout. After the very successful faunch conference of the
ElUJ Strategy for the Alpine Region (EUSALP) hosted in January in
Brdo, this is the second major event under Slovenian chairmanship
of EUSALP.

ovenia, 23.9.-1.10.2016

Slovenia is situated at the junction of the Alps. the Dinarides.
the Mediterranean and the Pannonian basin, which means that we
cannot address Alpine challenges withaut considering the challenges Prima Ministar Miroslay Corar at the offidal opening of the
Mediterranean coast and EU macro-regional stratagias week, 26

Saptambear 2018, Koper, Slovenia

of the wider context with its specific geographical, historical, and

cultural features as well as economic and political ties.

The Mediterranean Coast and EU Macro-regional Strategies Week and the related events - involving alf levels of governance. from focal to
international, aswell as stakeholders from the wider sodiety - will demonstrate how every individual, institution or organisation plays a part in
building a better [ife, recagnising that it /s only by joining forces that we can change our way of thinking and acting, and ensure the necessary

breakthroughs.

fam very happy that Slovenian engogement in three out of four EU macro-regional strategies further strengthened the coordination
between aour Government and its institutions. which is reflected also in the Agenda for the Mediterranean Coast and EU Macro-regional
Strategies Week. And. even more importantly, this engagement further enhanced the coordinated ties between countries of the wider region,

the Danube, the Adriatic and the Alpine regions. It is no coindidence, then, that the main topic of this year's event is connectivity

20

The event connects 40 years of experience in integrated sea management within the Barcelona Convention with new ideas of the EU's
youngest macro-regional strategy - the EUSALR. ft connects the old and experienced with the new and fresh to address the same goal - the

well-being for all

Beside meetings of various management structures of the Alpine and the Adriatic-lonian strategy, three expert conferences will take place
on ecological connectivity, and around table on the role of parliaments, regionalinitiatives and dvil society in establishing closer cooperationto
co-shape a common future for the wider region. Additionally, a series of events will address the wider public, such asthe Sfovenian-Slovakian
exhibition using an innovative approdch to showcase the differences and similarities between the two countries chairing twao EU strategies.
Throughout the week, film projections will aim to raise awareness about our dependence on nature, and protected areas will open their doors
ta the public. | am particularly glod that many of these events also made space for the young. the new generations that will take over our

heritage and its management in the years to come.
Ladies and gentlemen,

Slovenia can be considered one of the hotspots of biodiversity in Europe. By the number of spedes by square kilometre it is an absolute
champion of the old continent, and by other biodiversity indicators it is even ane of the richest countries in the world. Although Slovenia covers

anly 0.004% of the World's surface it provides a habitat to more than 2% of known terrestrial animal species.

In Slovenia, experts have so far registered around 24,000 species of which more than a guarter are endemic animal species. [n the past
50 year. however, the rate of change in biodiversity caused by human activity s unprecedented in history. The current ecological footprint of

Sloveniansis 2.4 times above aur territary's capacity, By consequence. ail of us need to adopt a more responsible lifestyle.

Today, the worldis changing as never before, and not alwaysin the most desirable way. Numerous events and processes have changed the
political, security and geostrategic situation of the region, Europe and beyond The financial and economic crisis was followed by a security
crisis: we are facing the challenges of dealing with migrations, particularly in Slovenia and the wider region.

These broad and complex political issues force us all into decisive action, requiring our firm commitment and a sincere desire to seek Jong-
term solutions - and above all good communication and coordinated action. Special importance must be attached to regular dialogue in the

wider region, but also at the national. regional and jocal levels.

We have our differences, but together we can achieve a great deal. And, if here in Slovenia, between the Alps, the Adriatic Sea and the
Danube we are able to coexist with around 24, 000 species. | firmly believe that together, we can also find a sofution for our own, human
spedes.

Ladies and gentlemen,

! hereby declare the Mediterranean Coast and EU Macro-regional Strategies Weelk 2016 of ficially open wishing you fruitful discussions and

an abundance of creative energy in your joint efforts.
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d Official opening gathered all representatives of
C

multilevel governance.

Prima Ministar Miroslow Corar at the official opaning of tha svent.
Saptambar 2018, Koper

Prima Minister Miroslav Cerar, ministars and mayors at the opaning

nia, 23.9.-1.10.2016

Ministar for Development and Ewopean (bhesion Policy Alenka
Smarkolf
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More than 25 events offered different basis, presentations and connected
stakeholders under umbrella of “ecological connectivity’, Koper, Izola,
September 2016
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in makroregionalnih strategij

23.9.2016 - 1.10.2016
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Parliaments represent citizens and advocate their interests, at the EU, national and regional level. Through
their active engagement and as platforms for broad public discussion, they can, within the scope of their
powers, substantially contribute to the implementation of macroregional strategies.
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Genuine macroregional actors are interested stakeholders at all levels: local, regional, national and
international.

Active and permanent stakeholder involvement is a prerequisite for successfully implementing
macroregional strategies. This was demonstrated and reconfirmed during the Stakeholders’ Roundtables in
Skocjanski zatok in September 2016.

Pracs conferance for madio. Koper, 24 Saptambar 2016, Slovenia

Parlioments and macroragional strategies

The roundtable titled »Parlioment s and Macroregional Strategies« will focus on the important rale played by national parliaments. regional
parfiaments and the European Parliament inpromoting and providing support to the implementation of EU macroregional strategies. Slovenia
lies at a crossroads of as many as three macroregional strategies and we therefore see significant added walue in their interconnection and
in the creation of synergies between them. EU macroregional strategies have been developed with an aim to establish closer cooperation

between countries and regions which has been bringing benefit to millions of citizens in various areas of their life andwoark, while their successful

D

implementation dependes, inter afia, on political leadership and accountability. Parliaments represent our citizens and advocate their interests.

Through active engagement and asa platform for broad public discussion, they can, within the scope of their powers, substantially contribute

L./

(G

ta the implementation of macroregional strategies by increasing their visibility, widely informing the interested public, invalving key players,

)

and converging the policies at national, regional and focal levels. Hence, we should strive to strengthen the involvement of parlioments inthe
implementation of EU macraregional strategies and the promotion of synergies. aswell as seek ways and means for cooperation between

parliamentarians in this particular area.

Introduction: IMilan Grglez, President of the National Assembly of the
Repupiic of Sfovenid

Moderator:Andreja ering, Mational Coordinator for EU Macraregional
Strategies

Part 1: Parliamentary involvement in EU macroregional strategies

A prasantation of the cultwral, istarical and currant similartias and SlovfSlov Dimension Exhibition - differences and  similarities - post experience and future prospects

differances of two countries - the Slowvak Republic on tha occasion batwaan two EU Macroregional Strotegies Prasidencies - Slovakio-

of jts Precidancy of the Coundil of the Europeon Union and the EUSOR - Siovenig-EUSALR EU macroregional strategies represent o new platform for doser
Repubilic of Slovenia on the 25th anniversary of its daclaration of integration as well as an opportunity for o joint response to the
tha Indepandanca. 24 Septambar 2016, Koper, Slovania numerous challenges reguiring coordinated and decisive sofutions.

Thanks to a different, innovative and multi-level approach, they
pramote the dewelopment and progress of the regions., while an
important rale in achieving their ofjectives can indeed be played by

active involvement of parliaments.”

Dimitrios Kammenas, Member of the Hellenic Parliament, Deputy
Chairofthe Comimittee an Economic Affairs House of Representatives
of the Parfiamentary Assembly of BiH

Lodovice Sonego. Senator, CEf Parliamentary Dimension

Frane Tréek. Deputy of the National Assembly, Deputy Chair of the
Comimittee on Infrastructure, Emvronment and Spatial Planning.
member of the Committee on EU Affairs, member of the National

Assembly's delegation to the CEl Parliamentary Dimension
Opaning of EUSAIR Adrion Facility Point Office in lzolo EUSAIR Thematic Stearing Group 3 - Enviroronment Quality Strategies
Coordinator in building EUSAIR - EUSALF synagies Meany stokeholders followad the discussion of the panalists
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Part 2 : Political leadership of macroragional strategies - the role

of parliaments

Poiitical feadership,  accountability, and cooperation  between
countriesfregions and the European Union are crucial for a successiuf
implementation of the EU macroregional strategies Within the
scope of their powers, parliaments can contribute to enhancing
accountability, effectively integrating stakeholders at all fevels, and
increasing public awareness while closely involving the vl society,
young peaple in particular.”

Branistav Rajit. posianec Dréavnega zhora, podpredsednil Odbora
za zunanjo politiko/ Deputy of the National Assembly, Deputy Chair
of the Committee on Foreign Policy

Frane Bogoud posianec Evropskega parlamenta/Member of the
European Parlicment

fgor Soltes. posianec Ewvropskega parlamenta/Member of the
European Parliament

Marting  Fridl.  Miadinski  parament  Alpske  konvencije/Youth

Parligment to the Alpine Convention

Complementarity Works

EU macro-regional strategies canstitute a new paradigm of multi
levelled and multifaceted coaperation. institutions and civil society
are getting engaged in a new, averarching and wider perspective,
whereby the established regional initiatives are in position to connect

and complement the regional framework to the integral potential

Introduction: Alenka Kosir Head of Department for Enlargement
and South-Eastern Europe

Moderator: Gojan  Gertoncelj, Ambassador,  Department  for
Enlargement and South-Eastern Europe

Gazmend Turdiu, Deputy RCC Secretary General

Fobio Pigliopoco, Secretary General, Permanent Secretariat of
Adrioatic-lonian innitiative

Ugo Poli. CE! Project Manager. by appointment of CEl Alternate
Secretary General

Miaden Kraljié, University of Maribor

Mitan Bufon. Facufty for Humanities, University of Primorska

Gdbor Schneidar. Gvil Society and Danube Participation Day

Mitio Meréol, international Media Centre
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Roundtable Z; Complemen tarity Works

Roundtable 2: Complemen tarity Works

OPENING ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MILAN BRGLEZ

Distinguished parlioment representatives, dear colleagues, ladies

and gentlemen,

L ETRING 4 s

Inthe modermworld, we are increasingly faced with big andcomplex Pl =

global challenges that have no boundaries and compel us to provide ]
transnational answers. | firmly believe that such can only be found
through persistent, consistent and continuous collaboration, mutual
understanding and mutual respect. Here, the Eurapean Union and its
Member States also have to play their part. so [agree with the words
of the President of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker
wiho, in hisrecent address tothe European Parfiament in Strasbourg,
said that “we should be aware that the world is watching us”and that
“we need our words to be followed by joint action, otherwise, they will
be just that: words”

Due to its spedfic geographical lacation at the junction of the Alps, the Pannonian Basin, the Dinarides and the Mediterranean, Slovenia
has an exceptional opportunity to contribute its share to the efforts made for the progress and well-being of our dtizens andthe people who
live in the wider region. In this respect, | am gratefud that the National Assembly has been given the opportunity to actively participate in
the creation of one of the events of the rich Mediterranean Coast and EU Macro-regional Strategies Week, which is taking piace afong the
Slovenian coast, hospitably providing uswith venue for the meetings and debates with various relevant stakeholderswith whom we contribute
to fife in our region. Parliaments as the representatives of all the citizens can play an important role by enswring visibility, raising awareness
among the general public. promating the calfaboration of competent agents, and integrating local, regional, national and Eurapean policies.
As the President of the National Assembly, Itherefore recognise an excellent opportunity for parliaments to participate effectively at alf levels
inimplementing EU macro-regional strategies, which are an innovative EU instrument for exercising the principles of the economic, sodal and
territorial cohesion of countries in the saime region. At the same time, it isan opportunity to achieve aur common goals: development, progress
and better guality of life.

famglad that this year's Mediterranean Coast and EU Macro-regional Strategies Week is dedicated to integration and better colfaboration,
and that it unites decision-makers, the chvil society, professional dircles and other relevant agents in one single place. Only if alf the competent
stakeholders efficient!y and systermatically integrate and operate at all levels, we can achieve inclusive and above all sustainable solutions.
Therefare, it is crucial to be aware that we are greatly responsible for our iving environment and our descendants because it isonly in this way

that we will be able to honestly ook them in the eye todauy.
Ladies and gentlemen,

! am proud that this year Slovenia is the first to assume the chairmanship of the newly established EU Strategy for the Alpine Region
(EUSALF), the fourth consecutive EU macro-region. After the successful Launch Conference and the constitutive session of the EUSALP
General Assembly, which took place in January 2076 at Brdo pri Kranju, the Mediterranean Coast and EU Macro-regional Strategies Week is

the second in a series of events organised by Slovenia during its chairmanship of the youngest macro-region.

Our country has a special position In relation to European meacro-regions given that it is the only EU Member State which actively
collaborates in three out of four macro -regional strategies - the Danube, the Adriatic-lonian and the Alpine one. This weelk s events thus offer
us the opportunity to share the knowledge and experience that we have already acquired in two macro-regions in the newly established one.
Given the transnational nature of these injtiatives, it is extremely important that the synergistic effects be produced not only at transnational

level but aiso at transregional flevel, based on the intensive and g uided netwarking of ail the agents involved.

EU macro-regional strategies are definitely a new bridge of territorial cooperation that connects the territaries of different countries and
regions which have managed to identify their common key characteristics from which to form coordinated answers to numerous macro-
regional chaflenges and opportunities. Using thelr innowative multilevel approach, they bring new assets and benefits to millions of citizens in
different areas of their life and work It should also be pointed out that macro -regional strategies have been designed as highly inclusive, thus
reaching beyond European Union membership. In this regard. they are an additional element to the strengthening of the European integration
project, especially important for the Western Balkans countries where the Europeanisation processes not only have to be maintained but
also fostered and reinforced. The importance of a macro-regional approach is thus evident in light of the current debates an the future of the

European Union and the strengthening of our commitment to European values. This is why good governance and effective implementation
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thereof should be in everybody s interest.

At the same time, however, we need to be aware that the latter is not self-evident. The macro-regional strategies management frameworks
are complex and involve a large number of stakeholders, so it is crudial to maintain not only their short-term, but also their long-term
motivation and commitment to coliaboration. | therefore welcome the fact that numeraus concrete projects have been developed within the
macro-regions, sometimes exceeding the frameworks of the macro-strategies themselves. Because of this, we have to be aware that macro-
regions as such will sometimes function just as platforms on which the added value of this tupe of regional governance will be created. On the
ather hand. it is precisaly their complexity and ramifications that compe! dedsion-makers at all levels to offer constant and suffidient suppart

to maintain and stimulate cooperation in difforent fields, within different policies and at different Jevels
Ladies and gentlermen,

It is for this reason that the full attention of today s round table s focused an the role of parfiaments and the search for new waysto indude
and involve parliamentarians in supporting and promoting the implementation of EU macro-regional strategies. { am pleased to say that the
MNational Assembly and the Government of the Republic of Slovenia have cooperated successfully in this area, but [ wish for this cooperation
to be even stronger in the future. At the joint session of the Committee on Foreign Palicy and the Committee on EU Affairs held in May last
year, the representatives of the legisiative and executive branches comprehensively addressed the issues of EU macro-regional strategies for
the first time. Moreover, the two cooperating comimittees adopted the decicion far the Governiment to prepare annual reports on the progress
of Slovenia’s involvement in the relevant macro-regional strategies. We thus established a system that enables deputies to contribute directly
to raising public awareness of the importance of macro-regional cooperation. and play an active part in its substantive guidelines by making

proposals and recommendations.

Slovenia has been actively involved in EU macro-regional strategies since 2007, and to date it has managed to set up the necessary
implementation structure and ensure the conditions for the financial resouwrces, presumably availoble before the end of 2014, dimed at
supporting the implementation system. § am glad that by creating o so-called stakeholder platform we have given special consideration
to the exchange of information and comimunication with the public concerned. This is particufarly important in fight of the Commission’s
2074 Report concerning the governance of macro-regional strategies which stresses political leadership and a sense of ownership, and calls
for the strengthening of the involvement af stakeholders. including parfiaments and civil society. The National Assembly also strives for
grecrer cooperation with the civil society sector and other parfiaments, and will continue to do so in the future. Fariomentary diplomacy,
strengthened in the National Assembly over the recent years, is an excellent tool used to communicate with partner decision-makers from
individual macro-regional countries as well as the European Parliament. | therefore wish these communication channels to be even stronger
in the future as parfiaments will thus be able, within their competence, to ensure the visibility and promotion of the mufti-stakeholder macro-
regional approach.

As parfiamentarianswe need to be aware of the responsibility that we bear as the directiu elected representatives of our citizens. Our task is
to function as a link that conducts a dialog ue with the governmental side on the one hand and the civil sodety sphere on the ather, while at the
same time we have to enable the creation of @ suitable communication network between aifl of our interlocutors. Given the experience acquired
so far, | firmly believe that the parfiamentary dimension of macro-regional strategies s a space that enables parliaments to be directly and

fully involved in the creation of a public sphere based an participatory democracy.

It is my hope and wish that Slovenia, as the first country to chair the newly established Alpine macro-region, will manage to achieve the
set goals in terms of integrating alf the participating stakeholders. and transferring all the examples of good practices into the operations of
ather European macro-regions. | will also continue my efforts, ta the best of my ability and within my competence, towards ensuring that
this processes pay due regard to the parfamentary dimension. In this respect, | wish Bavaria, the next country taking over the EUSALP
chairmanshipin Jonuary 2017 great success and | appeal to it to organise o dedicated meeting for the representatives of regional and national
parliaments of the EUSALP members.

Ladies and gentlermnen,

In conclusion, please alfow me to wish you successful and constructive work at today's round table and good cooperation in the future.

Thank youfor your attention.
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Organization of the event brought together numerous actors under the same EUSALP MFA umbrella.
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AlpGovmesting, lzola Septembar 2014

AG 7 mesting, lzola September 2075

Mediterranean Coast and EU Macroregional Strategies Week significantly added to EUSAIR's visibility
and recognition, as it addressed more than 1000 participants from wider Danube, Adriatic lonian and
Alpine region at the 25 events of the Week. With the active involvement of the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Slovenia, the Minister for Development and EU Cohesion Policy, stakeholders roundtables
chaired by the President of the National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia and attended by MEPs, CEI,
All, RCC secretaries-general and numerous representatives of civil society and by meetings of different
EUSALP governance structures, the adopted conclusions and recommendations were widely supported.
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Mediterranean Coast and Macroregional Strategies Week was the second in a series of public events organised by Slavenia during its
presidency of EUSALF in 2078,

During its presidency Slovenia emphasised the synergy and interconnection amaong existing macro regions demonstrating that experience
gained in one macro region can be transferred to another and - if necessary - be adapted. supplemented or upgraded. Macro regions Slovenia
participates in (Danube, Adriatic-lonian and Alpine macro region) are not competitars. but rather fellow travellers. Thisiswhy Slovenia is a spiif
over point, the point from where good practices and ideas from one macro region are transferred to the other and by this creating necessary

critical mass for action - also on political level. This way we complement each other and grow together as a whole,

. 8 s
Presidency Recommendations 1 “
——

» Set up communication (internal/external) tools
ASAPincluding common EUSALP calendar .
* Involve in cross MRS cooperation including: S
JRC (September overlap),
Interactinitiatives
EUSDR intention for 4 MRS to meet on
transport issue,
EUSAIR intention to meet ESIF Mas
4 MRS Stakeholders & Participation day,...

e
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grinefy y ht oﬂuﬂ“w

1@
LP m

From 23* September to 7 Octaber 2016 the Slovenian Coast was the meeting place of numerous and various stakeholders co-creating
our common space in the region and contributing to better future. More than 1000 participants form wider region met during different
events and exchanged knowledge, experiences and ideas and connected themselves through wvarious networks. The event brought together

representatives of multi-level governance with representatives of cvil society ond interested partners.

Macro regional cooperation is high an agenda of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia. In his opening remarks the Prime Minister of
the Republic of Sfovenia Miro Cerar stressed the need for good communication and coordinated action. Special importance must be attached
to regular dialogue in the wider region, but also at the national, regional and local levels. PV Cerar reaffirmed strong comimitrment for political
leadership and ownership over alf 3 macraregional strategies Slovenia s involved in.

Actions require resources: cormimon actions require coordinated approach and streamlining of resources stressed Minister for Development
and European Cohesion Policy Alenka Smerkolj. in Slovenia. being part of three out of fowr EU macroregional strategies we cannot thing of

development differently but in a macro regional context.

Meetings of governance structures of the Alpine and the Adriatic-fonian strategqy were upgraded with several experts conferences on
ecological connectivity and stakeholders round table chaired by the President of the National Assembly of Republic of Slovenia Milan Srglez
on the rale of parficments, regional initiatives and divil sodety in macroregional cooperation.

Common endeavoursin 2016 resulted inthe EUSALF governance structure at all 3levels (i) political, (i) coordination and (i) implementation
to be set up and running already in the first & months after the official launch of the Strategy in January in Slovenia (Brdo).
As Presidency Slovenia would like to present 4 recommendations to the dedsion making level: to EU institutions. to regional and national

political level and through EUSALP governance structure also to the next General Assembly in February in Bavaria:
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Proposalno T:

EU macroregional strategies are not an integral part of the
EU budget implementation mechanism in systemic manner. The
‘embedding process” launched by the EC based on possifilities
offered in ESIF common provisions and adopted by EU funds
ministers of EUSDR and EUSAIR may, where relevant, assure
funding also for macro-regional project, but not necessarily.

Green Infrastructure ic an icsue which needs better coordination
in funding in general and could infiuence also ESIF and other funds.
As this is something new which is not yet tackled by anybody else in
the EUSALD territory on o wider scale where we can change policy
considerably and create new partnerships, the EUSALP territory
couwd become o test areq in Europe in that respect. New proposed
sofutions might also affect future European Funding.

Proposalno 27:

Macro-regions have a key role to play in a more democratic rebirth
of the EU and to overcome the current crisis. both internally and in its
excternal relations.

As “functional areas”, macro-regional strategies are better placed
to intercept the needs and demands of their citizens, as the closest
to the territories. to the Jocal populations and their entities and
cuftural diversities. They represent the true wealth of Europe in a
positive contribution to the peaceful coexistence of peoples in their
unigueneass.

The EUSALF is a unigue opportunity in the panorama of the tools
avaiiable to Member States and Regions to become a test area in
Euwrope fora “network democracy” - a laboratory for the future Europe
by anin-depth involvement of civil society in form of o “Stakeholder
Conference,” tringing on regufar basis the representatives of the most
significant social categaries and non-governmental organisations
together with the multi-level governance structure.

Macroregional strategies are bringing EU policies closer to EU
citizens: they mean more and stronger EU. This particular valug
added of MRS should be recognised also when discussing conditions

and purposes for post 2020 multi annual financial framework.
Proposal no 3%

Taking into consideration the crucial role the parliaments,
be it European, national or regional play in decision making as
legiclators, the EUSALP pariiomentarion dimension chould be
created too. building on good practise of Adriatic fonian and Danube
parliamentarian dimension and also CEf parliamentarian dimension.
In doing so gyouth interested in politics and parliamentarion
democrocy, such as Youth Farliament of the Alpine Convention
should sit around the saime table. too.

[ Discussed during the 2 EUSALP EB meeting

7 Discussed chiring the 2 ELUSALD EB meeting

8 Proposal presented during the Stakeholders roundtable (29.9.2018)
by Prasident of National Assembly of the Repu blic of Slovenia

g Stakeholders roundtable (2%.9.2918)

Proposali no & :

Without proactive communication no effort is really seen from the
outside, from the stakeholders. A proposal tocreate a single horizontal
pillar for all macroregional strategies and regional cooperation
initiatives was presented, and this is “mediafcommunication” piflar
that would help in creating suffident visibility to our joint endeavours
and understanding and the support for the change of our way of
thinking and acting.

“Today, theworldis changing as never before, and not alwaysinthe
most desirable way. Numerous events and processes have changed
the political, security and geostrategic situation of the region, Europe
and beyond. These broad and complex palitical issues force us alf into
dedisive action, reguiring our firm commitment and o sincere desire
to seek long -term solutions - and above all good communication and
coordinated action. We have our differences, but together we can
achieve a great deal” {fram Opening address by Miro Cerar, Prime
Minjster of the Republic of Slovenia) MWWM
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To actively involve in workshop of 4 MRS on i;sue of
civil society invelvement (EUSDR AF; Slovenia to
elaborate initial outline, EUSDR DSP, EUSAIR FP, JRC,
Interact support?

To have in 2017 workshop on "gmbedding &
preferential treatmentof MRS project” in TNP interoct

support?
To organize in 2017 workshop on MRS and pest 2020

EU budget

To further promote EUSALP, the conclusions/
recommendations and guidelines for better EUSALP
implementation were presented at:

» EUSAIR Coverning Board meeting in Athens,
October 2016

» European Week of Regions and Cities in Brussels,
October 2016

» AlpWeek in Grassau, October 2016

» Festivale della diplomazia in Rome, October 2016

« EUSDR Annual Forum in Bratislava, November
2016

« EUSALP Trio Presidency meeting in Dolenjske
Toplice, November 2016

» and shared within the EUSALP governance

structure and EU institutions.
TR e
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TRIO PRESIDENCY MEETING,16-17 NOVEMBER 2016,
DOLENJSKE TOPLICE

The Trio Presidency assures the continuity of activities and smooth hand-over of the EUSALP chairmanship:
it is composed by the current, incoming and outgoing presidency.

Representatives of Slovenia, Bavaria and Tyrol met for the first time, together with representatives of the
European Commission, in Dolenjske toplice, on 16 and 17 November 2014.

Trio Prasidancy Meeting. 16 and 17 November 2016 During the visit to Base 20/Baza 20. 7 November 2016

In the informal, friendly and open discussion the current (Slovenia) and incoming (Bavaria) presidency,
together with the EC and expected presidency in 2018 (Tyrol) exchanged views on the results achieved
in 2016 and discussed proposals for improving governance in the next year. Agreement on future steps
was coordinated with the Bavarian presidency plans for 2017

The Trio Presidency meeting proved a valuable tool for assuring the necessary stability over a
multiannual period, and contributed to improved coordination and governance.
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FINISH - EUSALP PRESIDENCY ROTATING SYMBOL

The wheel - an unprecedented invention

The first people looking up into the sky in awe
could not have imagined that the future millennia
of inventions and discoveries would help man travel
there too. Although it was the needs of individuals
and entire societies that brought about numerous
inventions, these were even more often a result of
man'’s curiosity and creativity along with his desire to
put thenew and the unknown to thetest. The greatast
leap in evolution occurred with the domestication
of plants and animals which, in turn, allowed for
permanent settlernent. The superfluous food also
meant having extra time which could be dedicated
to new creative activities. Some discoveries occurred
by chance, i.e. by observing natural processes and
during practical work and, moreover, simultaneously
on different continents, with others being spread
out with experiences and usability. The invention
of the wheel is certainly one of the most important
novelties that radically affected the development of
mankind.

Allegedly, the first wheels were used by potters in
the region of the Fertile Crescent, the same region
where agriculture originated, as well. The invention
of the wheel and axle in the 4™ millennium B.C.
caused a revolution in the field of the transport of
goods and people. And it is precisely in the Alpine
region that the world’s oldest wheels and axles have
been found in the wet environments where pile
dwellers made their settlements. North and South
of the Alps, frem Eastern France, Switzerland,
South Germany, Austria, Northern ltaly to Slovenia,
approximately one thousand such settlements exist.
In 2071, the World Heritage Committee included the
serial nomination Prehistoric pile dwellings around
the Alps in the UNESCO World Heritage List. The
unigque universal value helps us understand more  Bhoto: Matevz Daternoster, MGML
about prehistoric pile dwelling cultures, which
existed in the area for over 4,500 years. The need
for precious raw materials spurred these people to travel across all of Europe. The 5,200-year-old wooden
wheel and axle comes from the Stare gmajne site near Vrhnika and was most likely part of a two-wheel
wagon towed by cattle. It is constructed out of two ash slabs held together by four oak wedges. It is
72 cm in diameter. The axle is made out of a single piece of oak and is 124 cm long. The find is one of
the most important for the world’s cultural heritage, based not only on its age, but also its technological
sophistication.
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These days, space is naot the impenetrably
mysterious enigma it once was, and the time when
we take to the stars is drawing ever closer. Herman
Potoénik - Noordung (1892-1929), engineer of space
technologies, almost three decades before the first
man-made object was launched into space, designed
a space architecture, a three-part geostationary
satellite comprising a solar power plant, an
observatory and a wheel for the living quarters.
The habitation wheel, which spins and thus uses
centrifugal force to create artificial gravity, is the
best and simplest solution for a prolonged stay of a
human being in zero gravity.

. However, the purpose of the present
considerations is not an attempt to convince anyone
that we will be able tomorrow to travel to other
celestial bodies. It is only an attempt to show that
travelling into outer space should no longer be
viewed as something impossible for humans but
presents a problem that really con be solved by
technical work. The overwhelming greatrness of the
goal should make all the roadblocks stilf standing in
its way appear insignificant.”

Herman Patoénik - Noordung, Das Problem der
Befahrung des Weltraums - Der Raketenmotor (The

Problem of Space Travel - The Rocket Motor). Berlin,
1929.

The Museum and Galleries of Ljubljana
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Drawing: Harman Potoénik - Noordung

Actions

Action Group Leaders

Action Group Representatives

ActionT.  To develop an effective research and

Immovation ecosy stem

ActionZ:  To inorease the economic potential of

strategic sactors

ActionZ To improve the adeguacy of fabour

mairket, edtication and training in strategic sectors

Lombardy
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Wiirttemberg
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Anna Giorgl {anno. giorgi@unimi it)

Dr. Susanna Ast {susanne ast@mfu bl de)
Héldna Lojsaaqu (HLOISEAU@rhoneclpes. fr)

Francois Trusson (ftrusson@rhonealpes.fr)

Boglarka Fenyvesi-Kiss

(boglarka fenyve si-kiss@praovincia th it)

Action4:  To  promote  intermoddlity  and
interopermability in passenger and freight transport

Action5:  To connect people electronically. and

provnote aocessibility to public services

EGTC: EUREGIO TyrolSouth TuroF Trentino

#ﬁ

Valle d'Aosta and Groupement suisse pour
les régions de montagne (SAB)
]

ks

Tirod Sdetirol :umlmo
Tirndo AftoAdige Tremting

Ewald Mosar (ewaId.moser@tiroI.gv.at)

Giorgio Consol{y consol@regione. vda.it)
Baimo Chuc (rchuc@regione vao it)
Thomas Egger (thomas.eggen@sabich)

Actionsd: To preserve  and  walorise  natual

resouces, ncluding water and cultuml resoures

Action7: Todevelop ecological connactivity in the
whole ELISALP tarritony

Action8: 1o nprowe risk managemernt and o
better marage dimate change, dncluding major

naturdl Asks prevention

Action':  To make the teritory o mocke! region for

enzrgy effidency and renewiable energy

Alpine Convention and Carinthie
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Bavaria and Slovenia

South Tyrol

AL TONOKEE PROVINGIA
PROVINE AUTEMOMA
BOTEN D BOLZANG
SUDTIACE ALTO ADIGE

Wolfgar Mayrhofer

{Wolfger Mayrhofer@alpconviorg)
“Halmut Sarro (helmut serro@ktn gv.at)

Micherelo Kiinzl

{Michae o Kuenzi@stmu v bayern de)

Tina Trampus (tina trampu s@z ravr. si)

Christian Wangar

(christion wanger@stmu v bayesHde)

‘Maria Patek (Maria PATEK@bmlfuwgwat)

Ulrich Santa
({Wlrich santa@klimeohau sagenturit)

(energy eusalp@klimahausagentur it)
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