
















By meeting on a regular basis, holding ministerial 
meetings, involving the European Commission for 
strategie coordination, the Alpine Convention in its 
advisory role and other important stakeholders, 
the General Assembly has created an important 
political tool, unique among other EU macroregional 
strategies. 

As co-chair of the General Assembly, Commissioner 
Cretu pointed out: "We need to consider together 
how the Strategy con contribute to building a more 
competitive, but also a more cohesive and integrated 
Europe." 
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Brdo General Assembly agreed inter alia to: 

be responsible for laying dawn the general 
political guidel ines for the Strategy; 
meet on a regular basis, probably once a year; 
take decisions by consensus, with one vote for 
each national delegation and 
possibly meet also in an extended format open 
to ali relevant stakeholders, such as at the 
Annual Forum and 
the European Commission should continue t o 
act as a facilitator a nd coordinator a nd 
the Alpine Convention should participate in an 
advisory role. 
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The General Assembly's strategie ori entation was 
elaborated and adopted in Brdo Joint Statement, 
in which poli t ical leaders acknowl edg e the validity 
of the principle of mul ti level governance of th e 
three interrelated levels (i) political leadership and 
ownership, (ii) coordination an d (iii) impl ementation. 

The Executive Board was mandated to supervise 
an d coordinate the translation of the objectives and 
priorities laid down in the Strategy into concrete 
actions and to regularly report to the General 
Assembly on how this work is proceeding. 

Action groups were recognised as a prerequisite for 
effectively implementing the actions of the Strategy 
and the proposed leadership of the Action Groups 
were endorsed. The General Assembly congratulat ed 
Slovenia on taking over the first presidency of the 
Strategy in 2016 and on the successful organisation 
of the EUSALP laun ch conference at Brdo. The 
General Assembly also agreed to entrust the next 
presidency in 2017 to Bavaria. 
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BRDO JOINT STATEMENT ON THE EUROPEAN UNION 

STRATEGY FOR THE ALPINE REGION (EUSALP) 

Brdo. 25 January 2016 

We. representatives of the National and Regional Governments 

of Austria, France, Germany. /ta/y, Liechtenstein, S/ovenia and 

Switzerland, 

BASED on the Communication from the Commission to the 

European Par/ iament. the Council, the European Economie and Social 

Committee and the Committee of the Regions concerning a European 

Union Strategy for the Alpine Regiod and the accompanying Action 

Plan; 

CUIDED by the Council conclusions 2 on the European Union Strategy 

for the Alpine Region of 27 November 2015; 

RECALLINC the potential of macro-regional strategies as an 

integrated framework relating to Nember States and Regions. 

including non-EU countries, as weil as to international organisations 

and the civil society in the same geographical are a in arder to address 

common challenges. to benefit from strengthened cooperation. 

to contribute to the achievement of the Europe 2020 Strategy 

objectives. parti cu/arly the promotion of growth and jobs; 

CONVINCED thot macro-regional s trategies are an instrumentaimed 

at the optimal use of existing fi nan cial resources. better coordination 

among existing institutions and improved implementation of existing 

legis lation; 

BEINCAWARE thot the S trategy will affect around 80 million people 

living in 48 regions in seven S tates, of which five are EU Nember 

S tates and two are non-EU countries. 

NOTINC thot the Alpine Region comprises some of the most dynamic 

European regions and should build on its high competitiveness and 

enhance existing opportunities; 

CON VI NCED th at the active cooper at ion of al/ interested international. 

national, regional and local organis ations and communities in areas 

where actions of mutual benefit con be identified are synergy­

oriented, promoting con crete achievements and value-added res ults; 

ACREEINC thot. to ensure adequate visibility, communication 

and awareness raising about the S trategy's objectives and desired 

results. the involvement of al/ actors in their different raies is required; 

ARE SA TISFIED with the efficient implementation of th e European 

Council Conclusions of 19-20 December 2013 and the progress made 

in the preparation. public consultation and endorsement of the 

S trategy and its Action Plan; 

C0/1 (2015) 366 final 

2 14 613/15 

EXPRESS sincere thanks to the European Commission for its 

continuous support during al/ preparatory phases of the EUSALP 

and for its commitment to continue working side-by-side with 

the Participating States and Regions as weil as international 

organisations and civil society in the Alpine Region during the 

implementation phase and for ensuring thot the Strategy is taken 

into account in relevant EU po licy initiatives and programmes; 

ACKNOWLEDCE the validity of the princip le of mu/ti/eve/ governance 

of the macro regional strategy outlined in the Commission Report 3 

and in accordance with the Grenoble Political resolution4 and Milan 

Declaration5 involving three interrelated levels: (D politicalleadership 

and ownership M coordination and OiO implementation; 

UNDERLINE thot governance is a shared process and thot the 

implementation of the Strategy relies on a collective effort on 

the part of the participating actors in their different raies in the 

implementation of the Strategy; 

· APPRECIATE and PRA/SE the valuable work carried out by 

the Steering Committee members and ENCOURAGE them to 

continue their efficient and dedicated work as Executive Board 

members; 

· MANDATE the Executive Board to supervise and coordinate 

the translation of the objectives and priorities laid dawn in the 

Strategy into concrete actions. and to regularly report to the 

General Assembly on how this work is proceeding. The Executive 

Board is also mandated to report on possible proposais 

emanating from the Action Croups regarding possible revisions 

of the priorities laid dawn in the Strategy; 

· CONF/RN th at the Action Croups are a prerequisite for effective/y 

implementing the actions of the Strategy and therefore 

ENDOR SE the proposed leadership of the Action Croups; 

· ENCOURAGE the Action Croups to use the existing networks 

in the Alpine Region and capitalise on the results achieved by 

INVITE the European Commission to retain the coordinating raie cooperative projects in the Alpine region; 

for the Strategy and establish synergies among existing EU Macro-

regional strategies and EU Programmes, especially those direct/y · ENPHASISE the need for the appointed Action Croup Leaders 

managed by the Commission. to ensure the strategie coordination of al/ relevant actors; to 

effective/y cooperate with sectorial ministries in al/ leve/s; to 

WE active/y involve stakeholders from the Alpine Region. including 

par/ iaments. regional governments and civil society, and to make 

3 

4 

5 

· COMMIT TO ENSURINC the necessary political ownership and the best use of the national, cross-border and Transnational EU 

leadership demonstratedthrough the EUSALPCenera/Assembly Programmes . indu ding for governance and implementation 

strategie orientation. We agree to continue the exchange started s upport. 

at Brdo today, to sustain momentum and whenever required, 

support at the politicallevel; ACKNOWLEDCE thot the S trategy builds on long experience of 

many cooperative s tructures already operating in the areas s uch as 

·AGREE thot fully-fledged ownership in the participating S tates the Alpine Convention, theA/pineSpace INTERREC Programme and 

and Regions requires an active commitment by al/ relevant other ad hoc structures. and on the /essons from the existing macro 

line ministers and regional bodies; in this respect , the key regiona l s trategies; 

implementers of the S trate gy (notably national coordinators and 

action group leaders) will be du/y empowered and the conditions RECIS TER with satisfaction thot in S /ovenia three EU macro-regional 

established for them to undertake their tas ks; strategies meet: the Danube, the Adriatic lon ian and the Alpine 

macro-region. and EN TRUS T S /ovenia with the EUSALP presidency 

· COMMIT to implementin g the EUSALP and invite international. in 2016. 

national, regional and local actors as weil as stakeholders to 

contribute to the achievement of the EUSALP objectives. With EXPRESS willingness to cooper ote on the smooth commencement 

the s upport of the European Commission, the partners involved of the implementation of the S trategy. beginning with a s uccessful 

should identify ways to ens ure doser coordination with existing launch event at Brdo. 

activities and programmes in the area. 

Report from the Commission ta the European Porliament. the Cou neil. 
the Euro pean Economie and S ocial Committee and the Commit tee of 
the Regions conceming the govemance of macro-regional strategies -
20 0 5 2014 - C0/1(20 14) 284 final 
Palitical resolutio n towards a European Union S trategy fo r the Alpine 
region of 18 Oeta ber 20 13 
Milan Dedaration o f t he Alpine S tates and Regions ofl December 2014 
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The crucial element of governance is part of the 
implementation of any macro-regional strategy 
coordination. lt ensures greater dialogue and 
cooperation across ali decision-making levels and 
sectors within each country, as weil as between 

part1c1pating states and regions to reduce 
fragmentation, improve the realisation of actions and 
encourage the effective participation of ali relevant 
actors. lt also requires the capacity to exchange 
information and detect policy gaps wh en they arise. 

The General Assembly's strategie guidelines laid 
the basis for establishing coordination both at the 
national and macroregionallevels. 

At the national level, national coordinators were 
appointed and mandated. They represent three 
members of the Executive Board per participating 
country which has a decision-making capacity. 
General Assembly members committed to ensuring 
the necessary conditions for national coordination 
and functioning of action groups. 

The Executive Board adopted its own rules of 
procedure and on this basis also framework rules of 
procedure for the functioning of action groups. 

The Executive Board also decided that Objective 
Coordination is to be performed by action groups/ 
action groups leaders cooperation such as action 
group leaders' board meetings. 
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Last EUSALP Steering Croup meeting. Brdo January 2076 

Second Executive Board meeting. Ko per 2076 

Prime fvlinister of the Republic of 5/ovenia fvlr. fvliro Cerar at the 

second Executive Board meeting, Koper September 2076 

After setting up ali ofthe ni ne Action Groups and following the initial round of their meetings, a second major 
event, focused on discussing common challenges and actions, open to the interested public and stakeholders 
ofthe wider Alpine, Danube and Adriatic lonian region was held in September on the Slovenian coast. 

Mediterranean Coast and EU Macro-regional Strategies Week, 23 September-1 October 2016, Koper, lzola 

Between September 23 and October 12016, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia 
in cooperation with the National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia, the Ministry of Environment and 
Physical Planning, the Government Office for Development and European Cohesion Policy, the lnstitute of 
the Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation and nu merous local and regional actors held Mediterranean 
Coast and Macroregional Strategies Week. The main objective of the Week was to build synergy in the area 
of connectivity, with a focus on the ecological connectivity of the wider Danube, Adriatic lonian and Alpine 
region. 

The event brought together representatives of ali three interrelated governance levels, each of them 
searching a Iso for mutual benefit. 

S/ovenia is /ocated at thejunction of the Alps. Pannonian Plain. Oinaric Range and the /VIediterranean. /ts geographica/ position as weil as 

its rich natural and cultural heritage provide numerous opportunities and pose challenges which are common and di sr egard borders. 

With the knowledge and experience gained in the Danube. Adriatic and /onian. and Alpine macroregions. S/ovenia i sable to create synergies 
between strategies and contents. and establish connections which contribute to knowledge and innovations. sustainab/e mobility. and the 
growth and prosperity of the people living in these regions. 

After the successful EUSALP Launch Conference and the constitutive session of the EUSALP General Assembly in January 2076 at Brdo. 
the /VIediterranean Coast and /VIacroregional Strategies Week isthe secondin a series of eventsorganised by S/oveniaduring its chairmanship 

of EUSALP From 23 September to 1 October 2016. the S/ovenian Coast will be the venue for numerous events with the linking theme of 
environmenta/ connectivity and the meeting place of various stakeho/ders co-creating our common space in the region. Meetings. talks. 

exchanges of ltiews and experience as weil as varied presentations he/p rai se the awareness th at every in di vidual. institution and organisation 
can contribute to a better and more meaningfullife in harmony with nature; on/y together can we change our way of thinking and acting. and 
make a /eap forward. 

Y ou are invited to join us. 

Andreja Jerina. /VISe 

National Coordinator for EU /VIacroregional Strategies 

/VIinistry of Foreign Affairs Republic of S/ovenia 

This time. the /VIediterranean Coast Week is dedicated to connectivity. for we be/ieve that on/y successful integration can /ead to 
comprehensive nature conservation. ln the series of this year·s events we are connecting the governmenta/ and non-governmental sectors. 

managers of protected areas and local communities. p/anners and imp/ementers of conservation measures. and project partners. We draw 

attention to the advantages of integral spatial planning. particularly on the sea. the habitat that knows no borders. Since January this year. 
the lnstitute of the Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation has led. in cooperation with the Bavarian /VIinistry of the Environment and 
Consumer Protection. one of the action groups of the EU Strategy for the Alpine Region. The group is dedicated to establishing eco/ogica/ 

connectiltity in the who/e territory of EUSALP which. however. demands strengthening of connections among people. We wish that this 
years events that are to take place on the S/ovenian coast will a/so contribute to improved cooperation between governmental and non­

governmental organizationsand experts and the public. also for the nature conservation purposes. 

Darij KrajCic. PhD 
Oirector of the lnstitute of the Republic of S/ovenia for Nature Conservation (AGL7) 
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/zola isa live/y /VIediterranean town known for its warmness. hospitality and modesty of its residents. One of the most important economie 

activities in /zola. as weil as in other lstrian seaside towns today. is tourism. But /zola has a sou/ which derives from preserving an old fishing 
menta/ity and this is what distinguishes it from other nearby towns. Picturesque countryside with many va/leys and long hi//s offers gourmet 

delights with a wonderful view on the Gulf of Trieste. ltalian coast and Alps Those viewpoints can be mag ica/ as weil during winter. 

/zola is a multicultural town where /talian community and institutional bilingua/ism have a great effect on the terri tory and make us even 
more connected to our neig hbo ur Ital y. Be si de /talions. people from other parts of Adriatic-/onian. Afp and Danube region live in /zola. This is 

wh y our efforts for implementation of structures. such as Facility point for Adriatic-/onian region. should be understood as an opportunity for 

integration and as a search of new mut ua/ development opportunities that will assure new green and blue jobs andfurthermore. new mutual 

projects for an even better enforcement of synergies in the region. 
Y ou are more than welcome to get to know our town with its Slovenian fishing and gourmet tradition. 

Igor Kolenc. /V/Sc 
Mayor of the /VIunicipality of /zola 

The implementation level is an essential one, as it is based mainly on the results of joint actions and 
projects at the macro-regionallevel so that better, and informed, decisions can be made at the politicallevel 
to improve the efficiency of the policies concerned and to attain the objectives of the strategy. 

For implementation to succeed, awareness and recognition of the efforts and endeavours of the 
implementation structure at the politicallevel is crucial, and also adds toits visibility. 

The opening address of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia at Mediterranean Coast and 
Macroregional Strategies Week and his participation in the second meeting of the Executive Board 
demonstrated the politicalleadership of EUSALP. 

ADDRESS BY PRIME MINISTER DR MIROSLAV CERAR AT THE OPENING OF THE MEDITERRANEAN COAST AND EU MACRO­

REGIONAL STRATEGIES WEEK 

Ladies and Gentlemen. dear guests. 

let me begin by extending a warm welcome to al/ here in Koper. in 

S/ovenia. where the Alps meet the sea. 

1 am very p/eased that numero us S/ovenian institutions joined the 

/VIinistry of Foreign Affairs in organising the /VIediterranean Coast 

and EU /V/aero-regional Strategies Week. and in particular with such 
a large turnout. After the very successfu/launch conference of the 

EU Strategy for the Alpine Region (EUSALP) hosted in January in 

Br do. this is the second major event under S/ovenian chairmanship 
ofEUS4.LP 

S/ovenia is situated at the junction of the Alps. the Dinarides. 
the /VIediterranean and the Pannonian basin. which means that we 
cannot address Alpine challenges without considering the challenges 
of the wider context with its specifie geographical. historical. and 

cultural features as weil as economie and po/itical ties. 

Prime fvlini ster fvliros/av Cerar at the official o pening of the 
fvlediterranean coast and EU macro-regional strategies week. 26 

September 2076, Koper, 5/ovenia 

The /VIediterranean Coast and EU /V/aero-regional Strategies Week and the re/ated events- involving a/1/eve/s of governance. from local to 

international. aswe/1 as stakeholdersfrom the wider society- will demonstrate howevery individual. institution or organisation playsa part in 
building a better /ife. recognising that it is on/y by joining forces that we can change our way of thinking and acting. and ensure the necessary 

breakthroughs. 

1 am very happy that S/ovenian engagement in three out of four EU macro-regional strategies further strengthened the coordination 
between our Government and its institutions. which is ref/ected a/so in the Agenda for the /VIediterranean Coast and EU /V/aero-regional 
Strategies Week. And. even more important/y. this engagement further enhanced the coordinatedties between countries of the wider region. 

the Danube. the Adriatic and the Alpine regions. /t is no coincidence. then. that the main topic of this year's event is connectivity. 
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The event connects 40 years of experience in integrated sea management within the Barcelona Convention with new ideas of the EU's 

youngest macro-regional strategy - the EUSALP. /t connects the old and experienced with the new and fresh to ac/dress the same goal - the 

we/1-being for al/. 

Beside meetings of various management structures of the Alpine and the Adriatic-/onian strategy. three expert conferences will take place 
on eco/ogical connectivity. and a round table on the role of par/iaments. regional initiatives and civil society in estab/ishing c/oser cooperation to 

co-shape a common future for the wider region. Additionally. a series of events will address the wider public. such as the S/ovenian-S/ovakian 
exhibition using an innovative approach to showcase the differences and similarities between the two countries chairing two EU strategies. 

Throughout the week. film projections will aim to rai se awareness about our dependence on nature. and protected areas will open their doors 
to the public. 1 am particu/arly glad that many of these events also made space for the young. the new generations that will take over our 

heritage and its management in the years to come. 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

S/ovenia can be considered one of the hotspots of biodiversity in Europe. By the number of species by square kilometre it is an abso/ute 
champion of the o/d continent. and by other biodiversity indicators it iseven one of the richest countries in the world. Although S/ovenia covers 

on/y 0.004% of the World's surface it provides a habitat to more than 2% of known ter rest ria/ animal species. 

ln S/ovenia. experts have so far registered around 24.000 species of which more than a quarter are endemie animal species. ln the past 
50 year. however. the rate of change in biodiversity caused by human activity is unprecedented in history. The current eco/ogica/ footprint of 

S/ovenians i s 2. 4 times above our territory's capa city. By consequence. al/ of us need to a do pt a more responsi ble lifestyle. 

Today. the world is changing as never before. and not a/ways in the most desirable way. Numerousevents and processes have changedthe 

po/itical. security and geostrategic situation of the region. Europe and beyond. The financial and economie cri sis was fo/lowed by a security 

cri sis; we are facing the challenges of dealing with migrations. particularly in S/ovenia and the wider region. 

These broad and comp/ex po/itica/ issues force us al/ into decisive action. requiring our firm commit ment and a sincere desire to seek /ong­
term solutions- and above al/ good communication and coordinated action. Special importance must be attached to regular dialogue in the 

wicler region. but a/so at the national. regional and local/eve/s. 

We have our differences. but together we can achieve a great deal. And. if here in S/ovenia. between the Alps. the Adriatic Sea and the 

Danube we are able to coexist with around 24.000 species. 1 firmly believe that together. we can also find a solution for our own. human 
species. 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

1 hereby declare the /VIediterranean Coast and EU /V/aero-regional Strategies Week 2016 official/y open wishing you fruitful discussions and 

an abundance of creative energy in your joint efforts. 
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Official opening gathered ali representatives of 
multilevel governance. 

Prime Minister Miros/av Cerar at the official opening of the e~nt. 

September 2076, Koper 

Prime Minister Miros/av Cerar, mini sters and mayors at the o pening 

Minister for Deve/opment and European OJhesion Po/icy Alenka 

Smerkolj 
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Special attention was dedicated to media and communications. 

Media briefing, Koper, 26 5eptember 2076, 5/ovenia 

Event was used to promote possible synergies, too. 

A presentation of the cultural, historica/ and current similarities and 

differences of two countries - the 5/ovak Republic on the occasion 

of its Presidency of the Council of the European Union and the 

Republic of 5/ovenia on the 25th anniversary of its declaration of 

the 1 ndependence 26 5eptember 2076 Ko per, 5/ovenia 

Opening of EU5AIR Adrian Faci/ity Point Office in IZDia 
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Press conference for media. Koper, 26 5eptember 2076, 5/ovenia 

5/ovj5/ov Dimension Exhibition - differences and similarities 

between two EU fvlacroregiona/5trategies Presidencies - 5/ovakia­

EU5DR - 5/o venia-EU5ALP 

EU5AIR Thematic 5teering Croup 3 - Enviroronment Quality 

Coordinator in building EU5AIR- EU5ALP synegies 

Parliaments represent citizens and advocate their interests, at the EU, national and regionallevel. Through 
their active engagement and as platforms for broad public discussion, they can, within the scope of their 
powers, substantially contribute to the implementation of macro regional strategies. 

Genuine macroregional actors are interested stakeholders at ali levels: local, regional, national and 
international. 

Active and permanent stakeholder involvement is a prerequisite for successfully implementing 
macroregional strategies. This was demonstrated and reconfirmed during the Stakeholders' Roundtables in 
Skocjanski zatok in September 2016. 

Parliaments and macroregional strategies 

The roundtable titled »Parliamentsand /VIacroregional Strategies« will focus on the important ro/e p/ayed by national par/iaments. regional 

parliamentsand the European Par/iament in promoting and providing support to the implementation of EU macroregional strategies. S/ovenia 

lies at a crossroads of as many as three macroregional strategies and we therefore see significant added value in their interconnection and 

in the creation of synergies between them. EU macroregional strategies have been deve/oped with an aim to establish doser cooperation 

between countries and regions which has been bringing bene fit to millions of citizens in various a reas of their /ife and work. wh ile the ir successful 

implementation depends. inter alia. on politicalleadership and accountability. Parliaments represent our citizens and advocate their interests. 

Throug h active engagement and as a p/atform for broad public discussion. they can. within the scope of their powers. substantially contribute 

to the implementation of macroregional strategies by increasing their visibility. widely informing the interested public. involving key p/ayers. 

and converging the policies at national. regional and local/eve/s. Hence. we should strive to strengthen the in110/vement of parliaments in the 

implementation of EU macroregional strategies and the promotion of synergies. as weil as seek ways and means for cooperation between 

parliamentarians in this particu/ar area. 

1 ntroduction: /VIi/an Brglez. President of the National Assembly of the 

Republic of S/oveniA 

Moderator:AndrejaJerina. National Coordinatorfor EU /VIacroregional 

Strategies 

Part 1: Porliamentar!J involvement in EU macroregional strategies 

- post experience a nd future prospects 

EU macroregional strategies represent a new platform for closer 

integration as weil as an opportunity for a joint response to the 

numerous challenges requiring coordinated and decisive solutions. 

Thanks to a different. innovative and mufti-/eve/ approach. they 

promote the deve/opment and progress of the regions. whi/e an 

important ro/e in achieving their oqectives can indeed be p/ayed by 

active in vol vement of parliaments. • 

Dimitrios Kommenos. /VIember of the He//enic Parliament. Deputy 

Chair of the Committeeon EconomicAffairs HouseofRepresentatives 

of the Par/iamentary Assembly of BiH 

Lodovico Sonego. Senator. CE/ Parliamentary Dimension 

Franc Trèek. Deputy of the National Assembly. Deputy Chair of the 

Committee on Infrastructure. Environment and Spatial Planning. 

member of the Committee on EU Affairs. member of the National 

Assembly·s delegation to the CE/ Parliamentary Dimension 

Strategies 

Roundtable 1: Parliaments and macroregional strategies 

fvlany stakeholders followed the discussion of the pane/ists 
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Part 2 : Politicalleadership of macroregional strategies - the role 

of parliaments 

Po/itica/ leadership. accountability. and cooperation between 
countriesfregions and the European Union are crucial for a successful 

implementation of the EU macroregional strategies. Within the 

scope of their powers. par/iaments can contribute to enhancing 
accountability. effective/y integrating stakeholders at al/leve/s. and 

increasing public awareness while close/y involving the civil society. 

young people in particu/ar. • 

Branislav Rajié. pos/anec Driavnega zbora. podpredsednik Oc/bora 
za zunanjo po/itikoj Deputy of the National Assembly. Deputy Chair 

of the Committee on Foreign Po/icy 
Franc Bogovic. pos/anec Evropskega parlamentaf/VIember of the 
European Parliament 

Igor So/tes. pos/anec Evropskega parlamentaf/VIember of the 
European Parliament 

Martina Fridl. /VIIadinski parlament Alpske konvencijefYouth 
Parliament to the Alpine Convention 

Complementarit!l Works 

EU macro-regional strategies constitute a new paradigm of mu/ti 

leve/led and multifaceted cooperation. Institutions and civil society 

are getting engaged in a new. overarching and wider perspective. 
whereby the established regional initiatives are in position to connect 

and complement the regional framework to the integral potential 

Introduction: Alenka Kosir. Head of Department for Enlargement 
and South-Eastern Europe 

Moderotor: Bojan Bertoncelj. Ambassador. Department for 
Enlargement and South-Eastern Europe 

Gazmend Turdiu. Deputy RCC Secretary General 
Fabio Pigliapoco. Secretary General. Permanent Secretariat of 

Adrioatic-/onian lnnitiative 
Ugo Poli. CE/ Project Manager. by appointment of CE/ Alternate 

Secretary General 
Mladen Kraljié. University of Maribor 
Milan Bufon. Faculty for Humanities. University of Primorska 

Gabor Sdmeider. Ovil Society and Danube Participation Day 
Mitja Merso/. International Media Centre 
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Roundtable 2: Complementarity Works 

Roundtable 2: Complemen tarity Works 

OPENING ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MILAN BRGLEZ 

Distinguished parliament representatives. dear colleagues. ladies 

and gentlemen. 

ln the modern world. we are increasingl y faced with big and comp/ex 

global challenges that have no bounclaries and compe/ us to pro vide 
transnational answers. 1 firmi y believe that such canon/y be found 

thro ugh persiste nt. con si ste nt and continuo us collaboration. mutual 

understanding and mut ua/ respect. Here. the European Union and its 

/VIember States also have to play their part. so 1 agree with the words 

of the President of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker 

who. in his recent address to the European Parliament in Strasbourg. 
said th at ·we should be aware th at the world iswatching us· and th at 

• we need our words to be fo/lowed by joint action. otherwi se. they will 

be just that:words·. 

Tedea sredozemske obale 
il•llnfttiool•i• stfltetii 

Sloveru.l. 23.9 ·1.10.2016 

Due toits specifie geographicallocation at the junction of the Alps. the Pannonian Basin. the Dinar ides and the /VIediterranean. S/ovenia 

hasan exceptional opportunity to con tri bute its share to the efforts made for the progress and we/1-being of our ci ti zens and the people who 
live in the wider region. ln this respect. 1 am grateful that the National Assembly has been given the opportunity to active/y part ici pate in 
the creation of one of the events of the rich /VIediterranean Coast and EU /V/aero-regional Strategies Week. which is taking place along the 

S/ovenian coast. hospitabl y provicling us with venue for the meetings and debates with various relevant stakeho/ders with whom we contribute 
to /ife in our region. Parliaments as the representatives of al/ the citizens can play an important role by ensuring visibility. raising awareness 

among the general public. promo ting the collaboration of competent agents. and integrating local. regional. national and European policies. 

As the President of the National Assembly. ltherefore recognise an excellent opportunity for parliaments to participate effective/y at a/1/eve/s 

in imp/ementing EU macro-regional strategies. which are an innovative EU instrument for exercising the princip/es of the economie. social and 

territorial cohesion ofcountries in the same region. At the same ti me. it isan opportunity to achieve our common goals: deve/opment. progress 
and better quality of /ife. 

1 am glad th at this year's /VIediterranean Coast and EU /V/aero-regional Strategies Week isdedicated to integration and better collaboration. 
andthat it unitesdecision-makers. the civil society. professional circlesand other relevant agents in one single place. On/y if al/ the competent 

stakeholders efficient/y and systematically integrate and operate at al/leve/s. we can achieve inclusive and above al/ sustainab/e solutions. 

Therefore. it is crucia/to be aware that we are great/y responsib/e for our living environment and our descendants because it isonly in this way 

that we will be able to honestly look them in the eye today. 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

1 am proud that this year S/ovenia is the first to assume the chairmanship of the new/y established EU Strategy for the Alpine Region 

(EUSALP). the fourth consecutive EU macro-region. After the successful Launch Conference and the constitutive session of the EUSALP 
General Assembly. which took place in January 2016 at Brdo pri Kranju. the /VIediterranean Coast and EU /V/aero-regional Strategies Week is 

the second in a series of events organised by S/ovenia during itschairmanship of the youngest macro-region. 

Our country has a special position in relation to European macro-regions given that it is the on/y EU /VIember State which active/y 

col/aborates in three out of four macro-regional strategies- the Danube. the Adriatic-/onian and the Alpine one. This week 's events th us offer 
us the opportunity to share the knowledge and experience that we have already acquired in two macro-regions in the new/y estab/ished one. 

Given the transnational nature of these initiatives. it is extremely important that the synergistic effects be produced not on/y at transnational 

leve/ but a/so at transregiona//evel. based on the intensive and guided networking of al/ the agents involved. 

EU macro-regional strategies are definitely a new bridge of territorial cooperation that connects the terri tories of different countries and 
regions which have managed to identify their common key characteristics from which to form coordinated answers to numero us macro­

regional challenges and opportunities. Using their innovative mu/ti/eve/ approach. they bring newassets and benefits to millions of citizens in 
different areas of their /ife and work /t should also be pointed out that macro-regional strategies have been designed as highly inclusive. th us 

reaching beyond European Union membership. ln this regard. they are an additional element to the strengthening of the European integration 
project. especially important for the Western Balkans co un tries where the Europeanisation processes not on/y have to be maintained but 
also fostered and reinforced. The importance of a macro-regional approach is th us evident in light of the current debates on the future of the 

European Union and the strengthening of our commitment to European values. This is wh y good governance and effective implementation 
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thereof sho uld be in everybodrfs interest 

At the sa me ti me. howelter. we need to be aware th at the latter is not self-evident The macro-regional strategies management frameworks 

are comp/ex and in vol \te a large number of stakeho/ders. so it is crucial to maintain not on/y their short-term. but also their /ong-term 
motivation and commitment to collaboration. 1 therefore welcome the fact that numerous concrete projects have been developed within the 

macro-regions. sometimes exceeding the frameworks of the macro-strategies themse/ves. Because of this. we have to be aware that macro­

regions as such will sometimes functionjust as platforms on which the adcled value of this type of regional governance will be created. On the 

other hand. it is precise/y their complexity and ramifications that compel decision-makers at a/1/eltels to offer constant and sufficient support 

to maintain and stimulate cooperation in different fields. within different policies and at different leve/s. 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

lt is for this rea son th at the full attention of today·s round table i s focused on the ro/e of par/iaments and the search for new ways to incl ucle 

and in vol \te par/iamentarians in supporting and promo ting the implementation of EU macro-regional strategies. 1 am p/easedto say that the 

National Assembly and the Go lternment of the Republic of S/ovenia have cooperated successfully in this a rea. but 1 wi sh for this cooperation 
to be even stronger in the future. At the joint session of the Committee on Foreign Po/icy and the Committee on EU Affairs held in May fast 

year. the representatives of the legis/atilte and executive branches comprehensiltely addressed the issues of EU macro-regional strategies for 

the first time. /VIoreover. the two cooperating committees adoptedthe decision for the Golternment to prepare annual reports on the progress 

of Sloltenia·s involvement in the relevant macro-regional strategies. We th us established a system that enables cleputies to contribute direct/y 

to raising public awareness of the importance of macro-regional cooperation. and play an active part in its substantive guide/ines by making 

proposais and recommendations. 

S/ovenia has been active/y in~AJ!ved in EU macro-regional strategies since 2009. and to date it has managed to set up the necessary 

implementation structure and ensure the conditions for the financia/ resources. presumably avai/ab/e before the end of 2016. aimed at 

supporting the implementation system. 1 am glad that by creating a so-ca//ed stakeholder platform we have gilten special consideration 

to the exchange of information and communication with the public concerned. This is particularly important in light of the Commission·s 

2014 Report concerning the governance of macro-regional strategies which stresses po/itica//eadership and a sense of ownership. and cal/s 

for the strengthening of the involvement of stakeholders. inc/uding par/iaments and civil society. The National Assembly a/so striltes for 

greater cooperation with the civil society sector and other parliaments. and will continue to do soin the future. Parliamentary diplomacy. 

strengthened in the National Assembly over the recent years. is an excellent too/ used to communicate with partner decision-makers from 

individual macro-regional co un tries as weil as the European Parliament 1 therefore wish these communication channe/s to be even stronger 

in the future as parliaments will th us be able. within their competence. to ensure the visibility and promotion of the multi-stakeholder macro­

regional approach. 

As parliamentarians we need to be aware of the responsibility th at we bear as the direct/y elected representatives of our citizens. Our task is 

to function as a link that conductsa dialogue with the governmental side on the one hand and the civil society sphere on the other. while at the 

same ti me we have to enab/e the creation of a sui table communication network between al/ of our inter/ocutors. Given the experience acquired 

so far. 1 firmi y be/ieve that the parliamentary dimension of macro-regional strategies is a space that enables parliaments to be direct/y and 

full y involved in the creation of a public sphere based on participatory democracy. 

lt is my hope and wish that S/ovenia. as the first country to chair the new/y established Alpine macro-region. will manage to achieve the 
set goals in terms of integrating al/ the participating stakeholders. and transferring al/ the examples of good practices into the operations of 

other European macro-regions. 1 will also continue my efforts. to the best of my ability and within my competence. towards ensuring that 

this processes pay due regard to the parliamentary dimension. ln this respect. 1 wish Bavaria. the next country taking over the EUSALP 

chairmanshipin January 2017. great success and 1 appea/ toit to organise a dedicated meeting for therepresentatiltes of regional and national 

parliaments of the EUSALP members. 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

ln conclusion. p/ease allow me to wish you successful and constructilte work at today·s round table and good cooperation in the future. 

Thank yo u for yo ur attention. 
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Organization of the event brought together numerous actors under the same EUSALP MFA umbrella. 
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AlpCov meeting, /zola September 2016 AC 7 meeting, /zola September 2016 

Mediterranean Coast and EU Macroregional Strategies Week significantly added to EUSAIR's visibility 
and recognition, as it addressed more than 1000 participants from wider Danube, Adriatic lonian and 
Alpine region at the 25 events of the Week. With the active involvement of the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Slovenia, the Minister for Development and EU Cohesion Policy, stakeholders' roundtables 
chai red bythe President ofthe National Assembly ofthe Republic of Slovenia and attended by MEPs, CEl, 
Ali, RCC secretaries-general and numerous representatives of civil society and by meetings of different 
EUSALP governance structures, the adopted conclusions and recommendations were widely supported. 
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Mediterranean Coast and Macroregional Strategies Week was the second in a series of public events organised by S/ovenia during its 

presidency of EUSALP in 2016 

During its presidency S/ovenia emphasised the synergy and interconnection among existing macro regions demonstrating that experience 
gained in one macro region can be transferred to another and- if necessary- be adapted. supp/emented or upgraded. /V/aero regions S/ovenia 

participates in (Danube. Adriatic-/onian and Alpine macro region) are not competitors. but rather fellowtravel/ers. This iswhy S/ovenia isa spi// 

over point. the point from where good practices and ideas from one macro region are transferredto the other and by this creating necessary 

critica/ mass for action- a/so on po/itica/leve/. This way we complement each other and grow together as a whole. 

Presidency Recommendations 1 

• Set up communication (internal/external) tools 
ASAP including common EUSALP cale nd ar 

• 1 nvolve in cross MRS cooperation including: 

JRC (September overlap), 

1 nteract initiatives 
EUS DR intention for 4 MRS to meet on 
transport issue, 

EUSAIRintention to meet ESIF Mas 
4 MRS Stakeholders & Participation day, ... 

From 27Jd September to 1" October 2016 the S/ovenian Coast was the meeting place of numerous and various stakeholders co-creating 
our common space in the region and contributing to better future. /V/ore than 1000 participants form wider region met during different 

events and exchanged knowleclge. experiences and ideas and connected themselves through various networks. The event brought together 
representatives of mu/ti-leve/ governance with representatives of civil society and interested partners. 

/V/aero regional cooperation is high on agenda of the Government of the Republic of S/ovenia. ln his opening remarks the Prime /VIinister of 

the Republic of S/ovenia Miro Cerar stressedthe need for good communication and coordinated action. Special importance must be attached 

to regular dialogue in the wider region. but a/so at the national. regional and local/eve/s. P/VI Cerar reaffirmed strong commitment for po/itica/ 
leadership and ownership over a/13 macroregional strategies Slovenia is involved in. 

Actions require resources: common actions require coordinated approach and streamlining of resources stressed /VIinister for Deve/opment 
and European Cohesion Policy Alenka Smerkolj. ln S/ovenia. being part of three out of four EU macroregional strategies we cannot thing of 

deve/opment different/y but in a macro regional context. 

Meetings of governance structures of the Alpine and the Adriatic-/onian strategy were upgraded with severa/ experts conferences on 
ecological connectivity and stakeholders round table chaired by the President of the National Assembly of Republic of Slovenia /VIi/an Brglez 
on the ro/e of parliaments. regional initiatives and civil society in macroregional cooperation. 

Common endea'vO urs in 2016 resu/ted in the EUSA LP governance structure at al/ 3/evels (i) political. (ii) coordination and (iii) implementation 

to be set up and running already in the first 6 months after the officiallaunch of the Strategy in January in Slovenia (Br do). 

As Presidency S/ovenia would like to present 4 recommendations to the decision making leve/: to EU institutions. to regional and national 
political/evel andthrough EUSALP governance structure also to the next General Assembly in February in Bavaria: 

30 

Proposai no 1': 

EU macroregional strategies are not an integral part of the 

EU budget implementation mechanism in systemic manner. The 
·embedding process· launched by the EC based on possibilities 

offered in ESIF common provisions and adopted by EU funds 

ministers of EUSDR and EUSAIR may. where relevant. assure 

funding also for macro-regional project. but not necessarily. 

Cireen Infrastructure is an issue which needs better coordination 
in funding in general and could influence a/so ES/F and other funds. 

As this is something new which i s not y et tackled by an y body el se in 
the EUSALP terri tory on a wider scale where we can change po/icy 
consiclerably and create new partnerships. the EUSALP territory 

could become a test area in Europe in that respect. New proposed 
solutions might a/so affect future European Funding. 

/V/aero-regions have a key role to play in a more democratie rebirth 

of the EU andto overcome the current cri sis. both internai/y and in its 

external relations. 
As "functional areas·. macro-regional strategies are better p/aced 

to intercept the needs and demands of their citizens. as the c/osest 

to the territories. to the local populations and their entities and 
cultural diversities. They represent the true wea/th of Europe in a 

positive contribution to the peaceful coexistence of peop/es in their 
uniqueness. 

The EUS4.LP is a unique opportunity in the panorama of the too/s 

avai/ab/e to /VIember States and Regions to become a test area in 
Europe for a ·network democracy ·-a /aboratory for the future Europe 

by an in-depth involvement of civil society in form of a "Stakeholder 

Conference." bringing on reg ular ba sis the representatives of the most 

significant social categories and non-governmenta/ organisations 

together with the mu/ti-leve/ governance structure. 
/VIacroregional strategies are bringing EU policies closer to EU 

citizens: they mean more and stronger EU. This particular value 
added of /VIRS should be recognised also when discussing conditions 
and pur poses for post 2020 mu/ti annual financial framework. 

Proposai no 38: 

Taking into consideration the crucial role the parliaments. 
be it European. national or regional play in decision making as 

legis/ators. the EUSALP parliamentarian dimension should be 
createdtoo. building on goodpractise of Adriatic /onian and Danube 
parliamentarian dimension and also CE/ parliamentarian dimension. 
ln doing so !~QUth interested in politics and parliamentarian 

democrac!J. such as Youth Parliament of the Alpine Convention 
should sit around the sa me table. too. 

6 
7 
8 

9 

Discussed cru ring the 2"• EUSALP EB meeting 
Discussed cru ring the 2"• EUSALP EB meeting 
Proposa/ presented du ring the Stakeholc/ers rou ne/table (29. 9.2016) 
b!! President of National Assembl!! of the Repu blic of 5/ovenia 
Stakeholders rou ndtable (29. 9.2916) 

Proposai no 49 : 

\lv'ithout proactive communication no effort is real/y seen from the 

out si de. from the stakeho/ders. A proposa/ tocreatea single horizontal 
pi/far for al/ macroregional strategies and regional cooperation 
initiatives was presented. and this is "media/communication" pi/far 

that would he/pin creating sufficient visibility to our joint endea'vOurs 
and understanding and the support for the change of our way of 

thinking and acting. 
"Toda y. the world i s changing as ne ver before. and not a/ways in the 

most desirable way. Numero us events and processes have changed 

the political. security and geostrategic situation of the region. Europe 
and beyond. The se broad and comp/ex polit ica/ issues force us al/ into 

decisive action. requiring our firm commit ment and a sincere desire 
to seek long -term solutions -and above al/ good communication and 
coordinated action. We have our differences. but together we can 

achieve a great deal" (from Opening address by Miro Cerar. Prime 

/VIinister of the Republic of S/ovenia). ~~ 
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To further promote EUSALP, the conclusions/ 
reco mmendatio ns a nd guidelines for better EUSALP 
implementation were presented at: 

EUSAIR Governing Board meeting in Athens, 
October 2016 

• European Week of Regions and Cities in Brussels, 
October 2016 

• AlpWeek in Grassau, October 2016 
• Festivale della diplomazia in Rome, October 2016 
• EUSDR Annual Forum in Bratislava, November 

2016 
• EUSALP Trio Presidency meeting in Dolenjske 

Toplice, November 2016 
• and shared within the EUSALP governance 

structure and EU institutions. 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
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The Trio Presidency assures the continuity of activities and smooth hand-over ofthe EUSALP chairmanship; 
it is composed by the current, incoming and outgoing presidency. 

Representatives of Slovenia, Ba varia and Tyrol met for the first time, together with representatives of the 
European Commission, in Dolenjske toplice, on 16 and 17 November 2016. 

Trio Presidency Meeting. 76 and 17 November 2076 During the visit to Base 20/Baza 20 76 November 2076 

ln the informai, friendly and open discussion the current (Siovenia) and incoming (Bavaria) presidency, 
together with the EC and expected presidency in 2018 (Tyrol) exchanged views on the results achieved 
in 2016 and discussed proposais for improving governance in the next year. Agreement on future steps 
was coordinated with the Bavarian presidency plans for 2017. 

The Trio Presidency meeting proved a valuable tool for assuring the necessary stability over a 
multiannual period, and contributed to improved coordination and governance. 

32 

The wheel- an unprecedented invention 

The first people looking up into the sky in awe 
could not have imagined that the future millennia 
of inventions and discoveries would help man travel 
there too. Although it was the needs of individuals 
and entire societies that brought about numerous 
inventions, these were even more often a result of 
man's curiosity and creativity along with his desire to 
put the new and the unknown to the test. The greatest 
leap in evolution occurred with the domestication 
of plants and animais which, in turn, allowed for 
permanent settlement. The superfluous food also 
meant having extra time which could be dedicated 
to new creative activities. Some discoveries occurred 
by chance, i.e. by observing natural processes and 
during practical work and, moreover, simultaneously 
on different continents, with others being spread 
out with experiences and usability. The invention 
of the wheel is certainly one of the most important 
novelties that radically affected the development of 
mankind. 

Allegedly, the first wheels were used by potters in 
the region of the Fertile Crescent, the same region 
where agriculture originated, as weil. The invention 
of the wheel and axle in the 4th millennium B.C. 
caused a revolution in the field of the transport of 
goods and people. And it is precisely in the Alpine ....J 
region th at the world's oldest wheels and axles have UJ 
been found in the wet environments where pile UJ 
dwellers made their settlements. North and South I 
of the Alps, from Eastern France, Switzerland, S 
South Germany, Austria, Northern ltaly to Slovenia, UJ 
approximately one thousand such settlements exist. ::::) 
ln 2011, the World Heritage Committee included the O 
seriai nomination Prehistoric pile dwellings around 0:: 
the Alps in the UNESCO World Heritage List. The <( 
unique universal value helps us understand more Photo Matevi Paternoster, MCML l--
a bout prehistoric pile dwelling cultures, which 0 
existed in the area for over 4,500 years. The need ::::) 
for precious raw materials spurred these people to travel across ali of Europe. The 5,200-year-old wooden 0:: 
wheel and axle comes from the Stare gmajne site near Vrhnika and was most likely part of a two-wheel 0 
wagon towed by cattle. lt is constructed out of two ash slabs held together by four oak wedges. lt is <( 
72 cm in diameter. The axle is made out of a single piece of oak and is 124 cm long. The find is one of 0:: 
the most important for the world's cultural heritage, based not only on its age, but also its technological O 
sophistication. ....J 
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These days, space is not the impenetrably 
mysterious enigma it once was, and the time when 
we take to the stars is drawing ever doser. Herman 
Potoènik- Noordung (1892-1929), engineer of space 
technologies, almost three decades before the first 
man-made abject was launched into space, designed 
a space architecture, a three-part geostationary 
satellite compns1ng a solar power plant, an 
observatory and a wheel for the living quarters. 
The habitation wheel, which spins and thus uses 
centrifugai force to create artificial gravity, is the 
best and simplest solution for a prolonged stay of a 
human being in zero gravity. 

... "However. the purpose of the present 
considerations is not an attempt to convince anyone 
that we will be able tomorrow to travel to other 
celestial bodies. lt is on/y an attempt to show that 
travelling into outer space should no longer be 
viewed as something impossible for humons but 
presents a problem that real/y can be solved by 
technical work. The overwhelming greatness of the 
goal should make al/ the roadblocks sti/1 standing in 
its way appear insignificant." 

Herman Potoènik - Noordung, Das Problem der 
Befahrung des Weltraums- Der Raketenmotor(The 
Problem of Space Travel- The Rocket Motor). Berlin, 
1929. 

The Museum and Galleries of Ljubljana 
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Orawing: Herman PotDcnik - Noordung 

Actions 
(~\~ 

Action Group Leaders 

\ 
Action 1: To deve/op an effective research and 

imo>ation ecosy stem 

l
Action2: To increase the economie potentia/ of 

strategiC sectors ....) 

\\'f. 
~"'''' To -~ "" od<qoo<y of fob<m s rlœt '"""'""'-~-, ·-· ~~ 
d 

Action4: To promote inter-modality and 

u 

interoperability in passenger and freight transport 

ActionS: To connect people electronically and j 

promote accessibility to public services 

Action 6: To preserve and valorise natural 

resoun:es. inclucling woter and cultural resoun:es 

Action 7: To develop ecological connectivity in the ÇJ 
wholeEUSALPœrritory l 

Action8: To imprave risk management and to 

better manage dimote change. including major 

na tura/ risks prevention 

Action 9: To make the territory a mode/ region for 

energy effidency and renewable energy ; 

Lomhardg 

fl'll Regione Klll Lo mbardie 

Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes and Baden-
Württemherg 

--·"~@M 
~GNE ~ ........ _. ... -

Trento 

, 
EGTC: EUREGIOTgrofSouth TgrofTrentino 

'

* OPAREGION . ,~ f~ (610 
'"' W40rol lftlrtiM 
r .... A.JtoAclifel'N80.. 

Valle d'Aostaond Groupement suisse pour 
les régions de montagne (SAB) 

~ 
SAB 

Alpine Convention and Carinthia 

Bavariaand Slovenia 

Au stria and Bava ria 

-~ 
SouthTgrol 

Action Group Representatives 

,/ 
,....., Anna Giorgi (anna.giorgi@unimi.it) 

Dr. Susanne Ast (su sanne. ast@mfw. bwl. de) 

'-.. Hélène Loiseau (HLOISEAU@rhonealpes fr) 

François Trusson (ftrusson@rhonealpes.fr) 

Boglarka Fen!Jvesi-Kiss 

(boglarka.fenyvesi-kiss@provincia.tn.it) 
........... 

Ewald /YI oser (ewald.moser@tirol.gv.at) 

Giorgio Consol (g.conso/@regione. vda.it) 

...,.;~ Remo Chue (r.chuc@regione. vda. it) 

Thomas Egger(thomas.egger@sab.c/V 

\\\ 
Wolfger l'1a!Jrhofer 

(Wolfger./11ayrhofer@a/pconv.org) 

\:::.Helmut Serro (helmutserro@ktn.gv.at) 

/ /'llichaela Künzf 

- (/11ichaefa. Kuenz/@stmu v. bayem. de) 

Tina Tram pus (tina.trampus@zrsvn.sO 

Christian Wanger 

(christian.wanger@stmuv.bayem.de) 

/Y/aria Patek (/11aria.PATEK@bmlfuw.gv.at) 

Ulrich Santa 

(ulrich.santa@klimahausagentur.it) 

(energy .eu salp@ klima hau sagentur.it) 
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